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While Hope holds om het flattering tdllsidan 
to the human mind, it is enabled, by that wonder* 
ful charm alode, to resist Mbforiune in all her 
hideous forms. But what words can express the 
feelings of ati unfortunate being deplrired of tha£ 

m 

support? Such is the f&te, at this instant, of many 
in Siberia, who, bred up in society, were endowed 
with powers calculated to promote the welfare and 
happiness of mankind ; who once successfully trod 
the brilliant paths of science, and adorned the courts 
of some of the greatest potentates in the north of. 
Europe, 
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KoLiNSKT, sixteen months an inhabitant of those 
wild and cheerless deserts, the sad vidtim of .dc3potic 
tyranny, had not as yet become a prey to dcspalri 
' But Kolinski was of a superior order of beings* 
Genius presided at his birth; and Hope, though 
sometimes enrelopcd in an almost impenetrable 
cloud, was never entirely lost to his ticw. lie 
found. himself at the age of nineteen high in. favour 
at the court of Warsaw, heir to a noble fortune, 
and without a wish ungratified, except that of mak. 
ing the tour of Europe, — a measure to which his 
father for some time refused his consent. 

Kolinski at length, partly by in treaty and partly 
by the interference of some of his friends, obtaliu^d 
it ; and taking an afledtionate farewell of his family 
and friends, accompanied by his governor, he bid 
adieu for some years to his paternal home. He was 
escorted to the frontiers bv a numerous train of no- 
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bility, the companions of his boyish days; from 
whom, ' when' he was at length compelled to sepa- 
rate, he felt as if he were about to be torn for ever 
from his native country. ' Now he regretted the 
curiosity and Ioto of knowledge which had prompt- 
ed him for two years 'past to solicit his father's per* 
mission to travel. He even deemed it an idle and 
childish wish of change, which had made him fancy 
that seeing the different courts of Europe, and ob^ 
serving the various modes and customs peculiar to 
each nation, could make him better or vriser. More 
than once he was tempted to return. Human na« 
tnre, thought he, is invariably the same : why then 
run about to study that which can be equally well 
attained in my own country ? Climate, laws, and 
government alone are the occasion of these different 
habits; which an intelligent traveller observes, it is 
true, with some degree of pleasure, as he has then 
ap opportunity of tracing them to their source^ 
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Tct, after all, can it make amends for the loas^ 
though temporarj, of parents, friendi, and coon- 
try? Are not books sufficient to giro anyreasonal^o 
person a thorough knowledge of the world? The 
statesman, does he not learn from history how to 
shnn the dangerous rocks and quicksands of ambi* 
tion ? Does it not constantly show him the loUy of 
awerTing from the strid, and not unfrequently se^ 
Tere, admonitions of conscience? How many useful 
lessons to guard him wliile basking in the sunshina 
of court favour; and, still more gmteful and sooth« 
ing, to resign him to the frowns of his sovereign, 
and enable him to bear with fortitude H^ desertbn 
of the multitude ! 

Thus did KoUnski reason upon the total usdess. 
ness of traTdling, whilst the carriage mored swiftly 
oq, and his Go?ernor sat by him unconscious of 
♦f ery surrounding olje^ his thoughts being wholly 
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taken vp ia contemplating the manj comforts his 
salary would procure for a wife and family. This 
thought alone alleviated in some degree the pangs of 
separating from those most dear to him. His own 
exertions would not have been wanting in contri- 
buting to the comfort and happiness of his beloved 
partner and helpless little ones : but those he was in 
a great measure debarred from using, by being a 
nobleman, — which rank he would not contaminate 
by employing his talents in commerce of any kind.. 
Strange prejudice of education, which can overcomtt 
reason, and countcradt the di6tatcs of common 
tense! for, upon any subje^ sare the dignity of a 
gentleman of Poland, Beniaski was a man whose 
judgment was clear and unbiassed : he was well ac. 
quainted with the world, having travelled when 
young in the suite of his present pupiPs uncle. 

Buisia was chosen as their first scene of obserra* 

•• • 
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tion ; and Kolinski, finding himself rwy h^py, 
remained some months longer than wte intended. 
He at length embarked from Petersbuvgh, and, land, 
ing at Stralsund, ran o?er the differeot courts of 6er« 
many, losing as little time as possible, being impa- 
tient to arrive at Paris, now exhibiting a scene of 
ercnts too shocking to refledt upon without horror^ 
— *yct not unworthy the obserration of one whose 
design in traTelHng was the acquirement of know« 
ledge. Here Kplinski met with a se?ere loss in the 
death of his GoTcrnor, whose learning and talents 
were tempered by a heart the most benevole&t, and 
an imagination warm and llTely, which rendered 
him a most pleasing companion and friend. lib 
grief for him was Tery sincere while it lasted; but 
he was not of a disposition to indulge it long. 
Young, rich, lively, in one of the gayest cities ia 
the world, an universal favourite, could it be sup* 
posed that Melancholy would find {I resting-place 
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i^ bis bosom ? Tke Terj air of Parii was sufficient 
to cbase her from it, — that citj which resisted her 
iDfiamice even when deloged with blood! 

Kolinski, now left to a^ entirely from his own 
judgment, does not appear to have more penetra- 
tion thaa the generality of young men at his time 
of life. His heart was good : he could not persuade 
himself that the world in general inclined more to 
vice than virtue : he was forced to acknowledge, 
howercr, with a sigh, that it flourished too well in 
every climate. " But then," said he, ** virtue is 
the natural inhabitant of the human breast: it may, 
sometimes, I will allow, be enveloped by weeds, 
yet is never ontirely eradicated. The greatest phi* 
iosophers have thought otherwise. Their tempers 
must have been soured by disappointments. Given 
up to retirement and study, perhaps they had nei- 
ther time nor incUnatioa toderelop the true oharac* 
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tcrs of those whom chance Ji^ thrown in the way 
of their obscrration ; and, being surprised at last to 
find them unworthy of the esteem and friendship 
bestowed without reflection, were induced for* their 
lakes to rail at all mankind." Thus did Kolinski 
reason, and at Paris too. While Beniaski lived, 
his vigilant attention to the welfare of his pupil pre. 
rented him from becoming a prey to the arts of the 
greedy or rapacious villain, who, squandering away 
his own fortune in the pursuit of every vice, endea. 
Tours to repair it by laying in wait to profit by the 
errors and follies of the inexperienced. 

An English gentleman of the name of Ruben, and 
a Mr. Black from Ireland, both lately arrived at 
Paris, now became the constant companions of 
Kolinski. Uc had studied the English language in 
Poland, and was happy in meeting so good an op. 
portunity of perfecting himself, particularly as those 
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^enttaHfttn were eiiiinientl)r formed to please. 

Black, IiTdy, agreeable, ever the promoter of 

lome party of ple^^ure, and always the life and sonl 

of the company, though not perfe^ly ih^ polbfaed 

gentleman, yet h^ recoired a good education, and 

Ured miich in society. Ruben had a little of that 

melancholy peculiar to tk^ English, but was sa 

much a man of the world, and of manners so truly 

elegant, t&at what might be considered a fault in 

any other man, appeared in him to resuUjNKn re« 

fle6tion, and gave additional lustre to those sallies 

of wit which sometimes escaped hi«i. Those two 

gentlemen had been travfelUng, they said, for their 

amusement; and receiving, or afre6ting to receive, 

mqch pleasure in the company of the Count da 

KoUnskj, determined to remain at Paris during his 

stay, and promised to accompany him on the re- 

ipainder of his tour* Such a promise could not fail 

of being agreeable. He expressed his gratitude for 
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this proof of their frieodship, becoming;, if possible, 
more attached to them than before. Thas, with 
tense and understanding far aboTC his years, and 
with a heart incapable of deliberate rice, did this 
jonng nobleman pat himself In the power of two 
men, who under the most spedons appearances 
coTered minds the most deprared, and saffer himself 
to be led into scenes of dissipation and rice, of which 
he ne?cr after could think bat with a sigh of re« 
pcntance. 

To gire a recital of the excesses entered into by 
this triumyirate during a few months' residence at 
Paris, would be a task equally unpleasant to the 
recorder, and to those who for want of some more 
agreeable object, maj chance to cast their eye on 
this little Tolume. Suffice it to say, that «t the 
end of that period the Count found himself deserted 
by his two friends, after hafing been stripped by 
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them in aa honourable way, (ycleped gambling) of 
lereral large sums of money — so large, that he 
dreaded letting his father know the extent. But 
Ifliat was his consternation to find that they had 
likewise conferred on him the honour of paying all 
their bills, to the amount of some thousands ! His 
signature was so well counterfeited, that he could 
hardly persuade himself he had not written it. lie 
was like one awakened from a dream. Anger, in. 
dignation, shame, all assailed him by turns, and 
Tcry nearly bereft him of his senses. One minute 
he would use all the rigour of the law against them : 
the next he determined to follow them to the end of 
the world, charge them with their guilt, and make 
them answer with their lives for this treacherous 
behaviour ; — when his French Valet, shrugging up 
bis shoulders, begged leave to assure Monsieur le 
Comtc that that was not possible, as he could un- 
dcrstaud that the two English gentlemen were em- 
barked for America a week since. 



If 
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He BMT saw, wkea k wis too Ute, tkal he 

gully of an error 

iliia, witiKNit foae better 

i^reetJBle ■flnert*— ^Xfatt 

acst, jet vpoa reiedSon he koped it wimli fnne 

aa iiiefal Icommi* FroM henoeforwaid, thmAwgy 

be detenaiaed to mrtt^igiitt doadj ihe dbnttno 

of (bofe towaids wIkmi dbmee or iBC&Milkm iboridl 

atlraft hia, before be woald Teotare to giTe Ibea 

Mf f riendsUp. He wrote a fall accomt of iUf a£- 

€ur to bif fUber, who, witb Ids iisiial IdndaeHy 

soo« reefed bba from the peeaoiafy embatraas. 

meats nnder which his two fiiends bad left bba. 

At the sane time be eamestij entreated him to aft 

with Biore caotion in fotnre, since, indepenteit of 

tiie shame and rexatioo of being doped, be feared 

it might not be in his power always to supply bim 

with the same ease as heretofore; for, from the 

views of some of the neighboiuing coarts, he foresaw* 
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with grief that Peace was about to take her flight 
from his deroted country. At present, however, 
he said, all was quiet ; and he concluded with ex« 
pressing a wish that his son would extend his tour 
to the island of Great Britain, for many reasons, 
which he would assign to him when airived there. 
^^ Besides, my dear Henry," added he, ^^ the 
English are a brare people, whose laws and gOTem. 
meat are founded upon the purest principles of 
equity; and it is fit that a nobleman of Poland, 
whose antiquity alone renders him respedtable ia all 
the courts of Europe, should study to keep up that 
respedlability by storing his mind with useful know- 
ledge." 

The chagrin which followed the desertion and in« 
gratitude of his two friends being now dissi]>ated, 
Kolinski again shone in all the brilliant circles of 
Paris. He made known his intention of risiting 

G 
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England, though at present he would much rather 
have stayed where he was; yet to gratify the wishes 
of his father he determined upon quitting Paris. He 
procured, among his numerous friends, letters of 
introduction to many families of the first rank in 
England. Lord Bennet, now finishing his tour, 
and waiting at Paris for a friend whose health 
obliged him to continue a month or two longer in 
the South of France, expressed his wish that the 
Count de Kolinski would defer his departure to 
that period, as he should consider himself happy in 
accompanying him, and by every ciTort in his pow- 
er would endeavour to render his residence in that 
country agreeable. Lord BcMuiot*s character was 
universally admired and respected : he therefore rea- 
dily consented to a plan which would prolong his 
stay at Paris, and procure him an introduction that 
was likely to prove so pleasing in England. Lord 
Bonnet was a young nobleman of a most amiablo 
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disposition, and very descrying of (he esteem and 
friendship of Kolinski: but he was not at that time 
in a situation to profit by the friendship of this 
agreeable Englishman ; every feeling of his soul was 
now absorbed an the charming Madame dc L. : she 
engrossed all his thoughts, and occupied all his time. 
That time which, before he knew her, was constantly 
employed in adding information to an understanding 
already highly cultivated, was how entirely devoted 
to her; and when Lord B. got letters from the South 
infonning him that his friend was no more, and cal- 
led to announce to the Count that he was now at 
liberty to quit Paris as soon as he pleased, it was a 
doubt with Kolinski whether he would not give up 
all thoughts of going to England, — so distressed was 
he at the idea of separating from the object of h}s 
affections! The dread, however, of appearing in. 
consistent determined him at all events to keep his 

first resolution. In a fortnight they were to set ont| 

• • 
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and as England could iiave but few charms for one 
whose heart was at PariS| Kolinski resolved on mak- 
ing only a short staj, and, retnrning to Paris, re- 
main there until recalled to Poland. Anxious to 
commnDicate this intelligence to Madame de L., 
and desirous U} spend as much of hb time as possible 
in her company, he hurried to her house* But 
what was his wonder and surprise, in walkiag 
throuf^ a long gallery which led to her apartments^ 
to hear his name repeated sereral times, and Ma- 
dame de L., declaring he was the most stupid man 
in the world, and express a wish that he would no 
longer tease her with his dismal Ioyc! 

At that instant he entered. She was surrounded 
by half a dozen young noblemen of his acquaint- 
ance, and, with all that good breeding for which her 
country is remarkable, addressed him in the softest 
and most fasciaating tones, saying, ^^ Count, wo 
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were just speaking of jou. Pray do not you think 
it one of the greatest pleasures to bo able to speak 
of our absent friends?" This was too much. Ma. 
dame dc L., the enchanting Madame de L., from 
li hom that morning to gain one smile he would have 
forfeited half his fortune. Was it possible that she 
could hare the effrontery to behaye thus? lie was 
Btnpificd. For an instant he knew not what to say. 
At length, with all the coolness he could muster ho 
told her that she did him a rast deal of honour, and 
lie hoped that Fate would be as propitious to all her 
wishes as that which he had just had the mortifica- 
tioQ of hearing; adding, '^ The very sound of Ma. 
dame de L.'s voice commands attention ; which was 
the cause of my hearing her sentiments of me whilst 
I walked up the gallery. Will she condescend to 
forgive the length and frequency of my visits, when 
I promise faithfully never more to intrude upon her 

patience? as a proof of which, I now bid her adieu 

•• • 
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for ever!" Before she could make bim any aniwer^ 
he was gone.— -What his feelings upon this occasion 
were, those only who have been in the same situa- 
tion can judge. To those who know not what it is 
to love it would be needless to attempt a descrip« 
tion. 

London now presented a new scene to Kolinskt^ 
but not the most pleasing one. In traversing the 
streets of that great metropolis he was eternally 
annoyed by the jostles and rude jests of the popu« 
lace; who seeing from his appearance he was a fo* 
reigner, and not supposing him to understand their 
language, indulged their passion for ridiculing ail 
who hare not had the good fortune of being bom in 
England. To aToid this, he sometimes went in hts 
carriage; but then he met with so many delays iroai 
the multiplicity of waggons that are for ever buit* 
ing through the streets^ that^ loaing aU patience at 
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ilMir not ghing waj to their superiorly he would 
Imp out of hb carriage aad ejaculate a curse upon 
Ami liberty and independence which could giTC rise 
to such insolence. His friend Lord Bennet had fre- 
quent arguments with him upon this subject Ko« 
linski insisted that the Polish, the French, or cTcn 
the Russian peasant enjoyed more real happiness 
than the English. << The Pole," said he, '' in par. 
ticular is free from all care; he depends entirely 
npon his Lord, whose interest ho knows it is to 
preaerre him and his family from those miseries and 
wants which all your boasted independence cannot 
preaerre millions of your inhabitants from. In re- 
turn, he serres him with fidelity, and considers 
Mmself bound by gratitude, and a kind of filial 
affo^Hoo, to spill the last drop of his blood in his 
aerricc*^ 

^^3ui can you suppose," replied Lord Bennet^ 
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<^ it is in the nature of a raiioaal being to be 
bappy ivithout lit>ertj ? Can every other comfort^ 
uay^ every luxury of life, make amends for the 
\0H of it 2 Believe me, the love of liberty, is so 
deeply implanted in the human breast, that man 
will not submit to the deprivation of it without a 
murmur^ nor is it reasonable to expert that he 
should* Besides, what gratification can the feeling 
heart derive from the forced obedience of a slave^ 
in comparison with the roluntary compliance of the 
free man?*' 

^^ Surely," resumed Kollnski, ^^ you do not 
call a Polish peasant a slave ! He lives in the place 
in which he was born, happy in the society of his 
relations and friends: he tills the ground, and la* 
hours at the various mechanic arts, it is true; but 
would he not do the same for his support in this 
land of liberty?" 
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^ \erj true," said T^rd B., « bat with this dif- 
Ibrenee: the Englbhman knows that he labours for 
tke good of himself and family, — therefore does it 
with pleasure; while the slare of despotic power 
ftelfl that he is only a miserable machine, wearing 
out his wretched life in working for the benefit of 
bis master." 

^^ And pray,'* said Kolinski, ^^ when yoar 
EngMsh labourer deducts from his hire all those 
taxes which it is found necessary to burthen him 
withy how much remains for the support of his fa- 
mily? Do not your poor-houses, and your jails 
esUbit a melancholy proof of the distress of those 
who are forced to take refage in the one, or com- 
pelled by their hard-hearted creditors to confinement 
la the other? But, my dear friend, does it not 
appear strange to hear an Englishman rail at sla- 
very ; ^hosjD nation at this Tery instant carries on 
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an extcnsiTe traffic in that shameful branch of trade? 
I hope, however, you will belicre that I would bj 
no means touch upon the subject, were I not per* 
fii^tly well acquainted with your heart, and the ab. 
horrenco in which you hold this abominable and in« 
human practice." 

There were few people for whom KoHnski had se 
great an esteem as for Lord Bennct, or in whose 
company he felt so much pleasure: indeed, Lord 
B. introduced him to several genteel families, and 
used every effort to make England agreeable to him. 
Ilis uncle, an Irish gentleman of good fortune, who 
resided in London, took a particular fancy to Ko- 
linski. He was, be said, the only foreigner he ever 
knew for whom he could feel a cordial friendship, 
and that for the future he would love every Pole for 
his sake ; adding, ^' my good Kolinski, I think 
the manners of your nation bear a very strong re« 
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semblance to my own, which I can tdl you, jonng 
gentleman, you should take as a compliment. I 
wish you would take my advice, and visit my conn* 
try: there you would find true courage, generosity, 
and hospitality, equal if not superior to any you 
left behind you. It has been my lot to lire out of 
it for some years; but I shall insert it as a parlicu. 
faur clause in my will, that my remains be carried to 
Ireland. There shall my dust mingle irith that 

4 

of roy bravo ancestors in the Ycnerablc abbey 
of ♦ ♦ ♦ *." 

Mr. Archdale, while a boy, had the misfortune 
of losing his mother, whose place was soon supplied 
by a distant relation of her own. She did not show 
that attention to her son-in-law which might be ex. 
pcAed ercn from gratitude to his mother, who had 
always been extremely fund of her. She felt his 
presence a kind of restraint, and hid a thousand 
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icbemes to get rid of him. At length she thought 
of the army, an4 prevailed on his father to purchase 
a commission for him* This she hoped would be s 
sure method of lessening that strong affection his 
father seemed to feel for him. Young Archdale^s 
regiment was stationed in England ; which he soon 
joined, and for the first two months applied him* 
sdf assiduously to the study of tactics. At the end 
of that time he began to consider that he was throw- 
ing away a vast deal of labour, it being unnecessary 
to become a proficient in a profession which he did 
not mean to follow. Now his books on the milU 
tary art were thrown aside, and he cultivated with 
equal assiduity the acquaintance and esteem of his 
brother officers, most of whom he found to be Hrely 
agreeable men. They were acquainted, too, with 
all the belles in and about the town of ***** ; and 
introducing him to them, he became a constant 
attendant at all the assemblies, and, being an ox- 
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ccHeKt dancer, was a general faTOHrite, particularly. 
with Lord Bennet's family, who lirod within a. few 
miles of the town, and often graced the rooms with 
thdr presence. 

Bennet Vale was^now the scene of festifitj ; the 
wedding of Lady Hellen brought crowds of compa- 
ny* The two younger daughters, Lady Ann and 
Lady Betty, were introduced for the first time into 
company. Their beauty attracted a numerous train 
of admirers, and Archdale among the number was 
inspired with a passion for Lady Ann. She did not 
suffer him to languish loug in suspense, but declared 
that, if her father did not permit her to marry him, 
she would remain single. Lord Bennet could make 
no objedlion to young Archdale^s family or fortune, 
tborefore did not withhold his consent; although he 
thought his daughter rather too young, she being 
not eighteen : but he insisted upon their liyiog in 

D 
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England. This old Archdale readily consented to, 
as he now had a family by Jiis second wife that en- 
grossed all his affections. 

Whilst his father-in-law lired Archdale remained 
Tcry peaceably in England : but after his death he 
proposed to his wife to take a trip to Ireland, 
** which," said he, *^ my dear, will help to dissi. 
pate your grief for the loss of your father, and gire 
me the satisfaction of seeing mine." Their risit was 
followed by disappointment and yexation to Mr. 
Archdale, who found his father surrounded by a 
family of ignorant ill-bred sons and daughters, who 
seemed to regard him no further than as his life gate 
them power oyer his income. Lady Ann, dL^gusted 
with the country and its inhabitants, dreaded no« 
thing so much as residing in Ireland. These circum* 
stances prevented them from prolonging their stay, 
or ever returning to it again. Lady Ann^ with a 
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tolerable good understanding, some knowledge^ 
and a Yiveiy imagination, was not generally liked. 
Shis ivas an exceedingly good wife and mother, but 
a bigot to her own opinions. One of them, luckily 
for her daughters, was, that a cultivated understand- 
ing constituted the greatest beauty in the female 
sex. No person could be more capable of educating 
her children: she had, however, one fault, which 
made her a vast number of enemies: it was her 
idea, that no other woman (and indeed very few 
men) was equal to herself either in knowledge or 
penetration, — always giving her opinion with a tone 
so dccisire, as if she came into company for the 
purpose of dictating, rather than to give and re- 
ceivc pleasure. Her three daughters were the Tcry 
rererse of this: to a knowledge yery uncommon 
at their time of life, they joined a degree of 
humility wl^ich rendered them most pleasing com. 

panioni. 

•• 
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Kolinski was not insensible to the merits of thii 
•family : he understood enough of English to be able 
to enjoy the reading parties which formed a princi- 
pal part of their amusements; and Lady Ann would 
sometimes make the girls speak French or Italian to 
the Count, in order to keep them in practice. 
Thus he had the pleasure of seeing himself a fayour* 
ite to every indiTidual of the family. To the el- 
dest Miss Archdale he was attracted by a similarity 
in their tastes and dispositions. She was one of 
those few who reed re from nature the genuine 
iparks of poetic fire: her intelligent and sensible 
countenance bore testimony to the refined and 
delicate feelings of her heart, and at the first view 
prepossessed him in her favour. This surprised 
him not a little. ^* For surely," s^d he, " Fancjr 
herself could not present to the imagination a form 
more beautiful, a face more enchanting, than 
Harriot is blest with ; nor can any person look at 



DENHT COUNT D£ KOLINSKI. 29 



or. listen to the playful Tiyacity of little Ellen, 
without confessing her to be charming." An inti- 
macy in the family, however, confirmed his opinion 
in faYoar of Matilda. Her quick and just discern- 
ment, her pointed wit tempered by an amiable dis- 
position, soon won ]iis heart. lie was now never 
happj but at Mr. Archdale's, and found it ex- 
tremely irlvsome to be obliged to spend whole days 
without being able to see that family, as was some- 
times the case, in consequence of his being ^ery 
much complimented by many respcdlable families,— *- 
a mark of politeness he could now excuse with. all 
liis hc^rt. lip saw all that beauty and elegance 
combined could boast of, coUe^cd at court, and 
admired the Euglish women in general ; but Matilda 
alone had power to engage his heart* There was 
something so fascinating in her air and manners 
that she stole upon his afiei^lions, and made him a 

willing captive. Ilis chief anxiety^ was the fear of 

•• « 
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not appearing pleasing in her eyes. Ever ready as 
she was to palliate the faults of others, he knew her 
to he possessed of a penetration so quick, and * 
judgment so refined, that, looking into himself, he 
found ho had a thousand faults which must appear 
in a glaring light to so perfect a character. He 
dttterniincd, therefore, to conceal his passion from 
all the world, but more particularly from Matilda, 
until time, and his cndearours to become perfect, 
might give him reason to hope that she thought 
faTOurably of him. 

Thus did Kolinski pass some months in England, 
alternately the slave of hope and fear, when ho re. 
reived letters from his father desiring his return to 
Poland as soon as possible; adding, << Now, my 
Bon, does the situation of your country call upon 
you to exert those talents which your fond father 
flatters himself you arc possessed of, and which he 
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hopes ;will be employed for the welfare of your 
nation, and the presenration of the noble hoase of 
Kolinski. May the fame of onr great ancestors 
inspire you with that true and steady patriotism 
which led them on to deed)! whrch mnst erer reflect 
a Instre upon their names I*' 

This letter had the desired ejQTcdt upon Kolinski, 
Filled with the idea of his own importance, and 
how much there was expected from him, he felt his 
breast glow with the warmest affedtion for his coun- 
try, and indignation at her wrongs. He determined 
to dcTOte his time and very being to her service, and 
immediately set about preparing for his departure. 
A resolution once formed in the mind of Kolinski, 
and which upon refle6tion he approyed of, was a 
crertainty that no gratification, howerer alluring, 
could make him break. How poignant then must 
Us feelings hare been, when the first ardonr of his 
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zeal began to subside a little, and Matilda^s ma 
amiable qualities presented themselves to his ima 
nation ! lie was going to leave her, in all hum 
probability, never more to return; i^ever more 
nee that intelligent countenance, never more 
bear those sentiments of refined and elegant i 
ilowing from the purest of hearts ; to quit Engia 
without breathing one complaint, or even knowi 
her opinion of him { It was too much : it was mc 
than even the rcsplute Kolinski could do : he mi 
nmko her acquainted with his sentiments, th< 
sentiments which now rent his heart, and made h 
wish that he had never come to England^ 

For several days did he watch for an opportun: 
of avowing his love to Matilda, but no opportun 
occuricd. £xpe<5^ation every morning gave anin 
tion to .etfch look and adtion ; but when night dn 
on atteadud by disappointment^ h^ sunk into gr 
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tfae most extreme. Three days more, and he was 
gone perhaps for erer ! What was to be done ? He 
sat down and wrote her a long letter,, in which he 
endearoured to punt his passion in colours the 
mist liyely. His description, however, fell far 
abort of what he felt. He tore the letter in a 
thonsaad pieces. ^^ I may express myself better," 
said he, ^^ when inspired by her presence. Surely 
I shall get an opportunity, some time this day or 
io-morrow, of saying a few words to her. She 
cannot refuse to listen to an unfortunate man ren* 
dered so by herself." 

Happy In this idea, he anxiously awaited the 
inament that was to present him at her father's. 
la tiie mean time he walked slowly about his 
apartment, indulging himself in one of those 
pleasing rereries commonly called castlc.building ;<— 
a kind of amusement Kolinski was so fond of, that 
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ho has often declared life would not be worth pre* « 
serving without it. His way of reasoning on the « 
8ubje(!it was thus : The power which every rational J 
being is sensible that he has in his mind, of calling ; 
forth at will a train of agreeable ideas, and dwelling *: 
on them as long as he thinks fit, was giren him bj 
the wise Disposer of all, no doubt for the purpose 
of softening the ctIIs incident to human nature* 
Let him make use of this power, then, and he 
will find it a greater source of happiness than what 
the world usually call the goods of life* 

With regard to his own feelings, he certainly 
reasoned justly, few men having met with more ▼!- 
cissitudes of fortune than himself; yet there was 
not any person with whom ho would have changed 
places, had it been in his pqwer. When the hour 
arrived at which he generally visited Mr. Archdalo^s 
family, he took his hat, and, invoking all the 
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powers of loTe to his aid, sallied forth, enjoying a 
degree of calmness which he flattered himself was 
something like a presage of good fortune, ile 
found Lady Ann and her two youngest daughters 
preparing to go out. Miss Archdalc had canght a 
flight cold at the Opera-house the night before, and 
was to remain at home. " The Count will read to 
you, Matilda," said her mother, " while we are 
away. I hope," said she, addressing herself to 
Kolinski, *' that you do not forget your promise 
of dining here this and the few remaining days of 
your stay in London. We shall expc6l you, posi- 
tiTcly : so pray do not send any apology. I fancy 
you will think me unreasonable in thus wishing to 
engross your time; but be assured friendship alone 
dictates this freedom, and that few people hare a 
higher sense of the favour you confer than Mr. 
Archdalc and myself." 

She coald not hare gratified Kolinski more than 
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hy thus diwiriiig his company, except bj 
him t^tcu.t^te with Matilda. Now viired tte 
op|K>rl unity which he had sought for so loog; kot 
U did not Rcem likely to conduce so much to Us 
Imppiness a« he expc6ted. Far from being able to 
give vent lo his feelings^ or from being inspired^ as 
he flattered himself ho should be, by the presencs 
of Matilda, he could iiot ercn arrange his ijcai 
so as to converse upon the most indiffereilt snb* 
jeA. He attempted two or three times to speaky 
but coul.L get no further than some common-placo 
observation. At length, ^^ I fear, Miss Archdale," 
said he, ^^ that your cold is a yast deal worse tbaq 
you will acknowledge ; it has quite depriired you of 
your vivacity/' — " No, I assure you," said she, 
^^ the cold is not the cause." — '' What can be the 
cause, then ?" said he : '' surely, Matilda is not, can« 
not be, unhappy ! Pardon me, madam, if I presumef 
to inquire into the cause of your uneasiness : will 
you condescend to intrust me with it ? 
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MatildAy shocked to a degree at his taking notice 
of her lovneSB of spirit!^ at the confused kind of 
answer which she had made him, and still more so 
lest he should discover the cause, which was no 
•tber than his departure, endeaToured to laugh it 
off, and said, << Indeed, Count, I am not io the 
least onhappj ; how could you suppose it ? My 
spirits are nerer so high as Ellen's : but that does 
Bot proceed from any nneaftiness of mind. I am 
delighled with her tiTacity, and often tempted to 
eiiTy her for it."— ^' Envy," said Kolinski, ^^ can 
norer find a place in the breast of Miss Archdale; 
for what mortal b half so perfect ?"-*-^< Upon my 
word, County'* said Matilda, ^^ your compliments 
are so much beyond bounds, that I shall not at. 
tempt to make any answer, but shall beg leare to 
lemiad you of your promise to read to me. Pray, 
is it the fashion in Poland to promise and not per- 
form ?"-—^^ No, charming Miss Archdale; but we 
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•have a strange propensity, when we have the power 
of choosing, to make choice of that which is most 
agreeable. Now your conversation being nrach 
more pleasing than any book, you mnst not be 
surprised that I gire it the preference. Besides, I 
wbh for your adrice upon a subject whieh interests 
me deeply." — '' My advice. Count?" — *' Yes, ma. 
dam : there is no person whose opinion I should 
wish to take but yours. Permit me to make you 
my confidante. I am in lore with a most amiable, 
enchanting English woman. My heart is tortured 
at the idea of separating from her. Yet I dread 
acquainting her with the passion with which she has 
inspired me ; or the hopes I look forward to of re- 
turning to this country to solicit the honour of her 
hand. She may think me presumptuous; she may 
treat those hopes, so dear to my heart, with dis* 
dain, with scorn. On the other hand, this state 
. tincertainty is dreadful. Qh, could J have but 
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smallest reason to suppose that I was not indiiferent 
to lier, with what transporting pleasure would my 
hreast glow! I know that I am infinitely unworthy 
of her afiection ; yet I might hope that the fenrency 
of my lore would in some measure compensate for 
■y want of merit. Speak, dearest Miss Archdale; 
do you think that there is any hope for me, any 
ray of happiness in store for the unfortunate Ro. 
liBski? Put yourself in her place, and hare the 
goodness to tell me." 

Unless Matilda was totally stupid, she could not 
but perceire, both by hb looks and manner of ex. 
pression, that Kolinski msant no other than her« 
8elf«-^His attentions to her had always been so 
pointed, that, without accusing her of folly or Ta« 
nity, we may renture to assert, (though he ncrer 
before this gare her the slightest intimation of bis 
passion,} that she was as thoroughly couYinced of 

xij 
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it as if he had laid open to her view the inmost re- 
eesses of his heart. She had for some time past 
dreaded what just now happened. Not that sh^ 
was at all displeased at tiie preference he flowed 
her, being attached to him as much from the opinion 
the had of his worth, as from his constant assidnitjr 
to render himself pleasing in her eyes : bnt know* 
ing him to be a nobleman of high rank and fortune, 
she concluded that his family must hare in: Tiew 
for him much higher connections than her's; 
that is, connections which, by strengthening his 
interest, would increase his power in the state; and 
without the consent of his family she was determined 
neyer to marry him. Besides, she had erery reason 
to beliere that neither her father or mother wonfd 
erer agree to her marriage with a forever, rich 
enough to provide handsomely for all their children, 
not a little proud of the noble and ancient blood 
which flowed through their Teins, and Tiolently 
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prejudiced la fayour of their own country. She 
knew that in their hearts they looked down upon 
the inhabitants of every other. She had, therefore, 
from the time she became sensible of Kolinski's 
merits, adopted the idea of living single, and de- 
voting her affedlions to one so superior to the rest 
of mankind. She was now very much confused, 
and hesitated for some moments,, not knowing what 
answer to make. lie again intreated her to put an ^ 
end to his hopes or fears, by saying what fate he 
had to expert; adding, " My happiness or '' 

At that instant the door opened, and a young 
gentleman, without giving the servant time to an* 
nonnce him, entered, exclaiming ^' My dear coasin 
Matty, how do you do?" — " Sir, your Tcry hum- 
ble servant"—" Why, miss, you look as if you 
did not know met Don't you remember little Billy 

Hardy 2 See how well 1 recoUedt you, though wc 
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were) both lo young when I was In London with nj 
father 1 Ah, Miis Matty, I was in hopes yon w«nli| 
not forget me, who cried so much at parting from 
you that my father thought, he has often told me 
ftincuy I should bafe fallen io^o fits!'^ 

Matilda, now reoollcdting herself a little, apolp- 
glxuil for not knowing him at first, saying, that 
^^ he wai grown quite put of memory, but th^t she 
perfc^ily rccollc6ted her little cousin William, and 
was delighted to sec him again in London.'' — ^^ Oh, 
youMl often see mo in London now, Miss," said he: 
** I intend to spend part of every year here, Yqa 
know, a man is thought nothing of, |f he does not 
take a trip to London now and then. But my 
cousin here," addressing himself to Kolinski, ^^hai 
been further. I suppose, by that foreign* air, yon 
are only just returned from your travels V 

Matilda, ready to die with shame at this awkward. 
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ness in a man who had just proclaimed himself her 

relation, introdaced him to Kolinski, at the same 

time telling him that her brother was still in Italj, 

'^ Sir," said Hardy, ^^ I bog your pardon a thousand 

times : I really took you for my cousin James. I 

^snre yon, sir, there are Ycry few people who feel 

more for your unfortunate country than I do* 

Pray, how do they go on now? There is no bdier* 

ing what the newspapers say : but I always get tho 

» 

best information from some emigrants of my ac-f 

quaintance. Poor pepple! indeed they are Tery 

much to be pitied. Lost all your fortune, I sup^ 

pose, sir?r-If you come to Ireland, I shall beycry 

happy to see you at Kilferonan, just on the banks 

of the Shannon." 

Here, for want of breath, he wa$ obliged to 
pause, and heard for the first time what Matilda 
had been telling, that Count Kolinski wa3 from 



41 IfCNRT COUKT DE KOLISSU* 



rciltttiil. ^^ Ob, my dear sir," resumed Hndjr, 
^* I h(if( ten thousand pardons: bat reallj iMn 
country In mo over- run ivhh French emigrants, tint 
I fttkn livery foreigner I meet for one of them. I 
hopn, Nlr, wo shall be better acquainted. I bave 
u(Um\ wlshod very much to hare the pleasure of 
kiiiiwln/f some of your countrymen. We conader 
(hniu \utt dovnid of genius, I assure you, notwitb- 
utandlng thoy uro so much our inferiors in all the 
Hun artN. Your king, by all accounts, is a rery 
grtmt man.**— ^< We think him a good and a great 
man, sir,*' said Kolinski. 

There was something so unfeeling, and eyear in. 
ddicate, in every word Mr. Hardy had uttered, 
that Matilda was ready to faint with shame and vex- 
ation. She would have giyen the world that he 
was gone, as she dreaded, every time he opened 
his lips, that he might be guilty of some rudeness 
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towards Kc^utki. He, howerer, paid very little 
atteotioa to Hardy's conrersatioa) sensible only to 
kia own disappointment in losiof an opportunity so 
ia¥oarable to his wishes, and which he had so long 
sought for In Tain* 

Had Hardy been the most agreeable man in the 
world, Kolinski woold not jost then haye relished 
his society. Determining, therefore, to wait until 
he made an end of his risit, he took np a book 
which lay by him, and endeavoured to beguile the 
time, whilst Hardy was gifiag Matilda an account 
•f his family, and a circumstantial detail of their 
amusements the preceding winter in Dablin. At 
length, getting out of patience, the Count gave up 
all thoughts of out.stayiog 1dm, and returned to 
his lodgings in no very pleasing temper of mind« 
At first he resolved not to dine at Mr. Aididale's; 
but when he considered the very few days he was 
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to be in London, ho could not prorail on himself 
to loie any opportunity of seeing Matilda. Had 
ho not dreaded some unfavourable change taking 
place in Poland, and the confusion which follows 
a change in a State, he would not hare hesitated in 
openly avowing his passion for Matilda, and soli, 
elting his father's permission to marry her. But as 
matters now stood he could not think of it. His 
present anxiety, therefore, was to know whether 
he had made any impression on her heart, from 
which he might hope the completion of his happi« 
ness at some future period. This, however, was a 
snbjeA upon which he was to remain ignorant ; an* 
unaccountable fatality rendering it impossible for 
him to address a single word to her unheard bjr 
some one or other of her family, particularly Hardy, 
who taking it into his head to fall in love with her, 
was nerer a moment from her side. 

Hardy was a distant relation of the Archdale fa« 
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milyy and had been bred an attorney; but, by the 
death of an uncle haTing come into the possession 
of a good estate, ho dropped the profession of the 
law^ and launched into the world filled with a high 
idea of his own consequence and knowledge, which 
upon some subjects no doubt was rery extensive : 
for instance, he was well yerscd in all the intricate 
turns and twists of the law ; and knew circumstan. 
tially every cause which had been agitated in the 
courts for many years back ; some of which, not 
much to the honour of humanity, he took great 
pleasure in recounting. Not that his heart was 
bad, but his propensity to hear himself speak was 
too strong to be repressed by any consideration 
whatsoever: the trilling and uninteresting questions 
with which he constantly teased Kolinski were 
almost as disagreeable to him as his love for Matilda. 
The day preceding his departure, Hardy's volubility 
became, if possible, more irksome than ever. 
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Tlie nncertainty the Coant was in with regard to 
Matilda's sentiments made him watch for an oppor« 
tunity of speaking to her, with eren more than his 
usoal Tigilance. He sometimes fancied that her 
countenance wore an appearance of sorrow ; which, 
as he had not the ranity to attribute it to his depar- 
ture, added, if possible, to those regrets he felt at 
parting, perhaps for erer, from her, and many 
others in England whose friendship he wished to 
cultivate. With Lord Bennet he had contracted 
more than a transient intimacy : he looked forward 
to the happiness of seeing him in Poland the ensuing 
summer, and was not now to separate from him un. ^ 
til he embarked from Harwich, for which place thqr 
were both to set out early in the morning. 

Rolinski had just g9t to a seat near Matilda, and 
was enjoying the thoughts of renewing the subje^ 
which Hardy had so unluckily interrupted, when 
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he adTaaced towards him, saying, ^^I am Terj 
much sarprised, Count, that you had not the cario- 
tttj to Tisit Ireland: it is highly worthy the obser- 
vation of a traveller, as much for the beauties of 
nature which abound there, as the manners of its 
inhabitants, which render it peculiarly pleasing to 
strangers," Kolinski said that he concdred the 
two islands so much one nation, that he did not 
suppose their manners could differ materially. .^^Lct 
me t€Al you, sir," replied Hardy, ^' that is a great 
mistake ; you forget that we are gorerned by our 
own laws, and that we never would, nor I hope 
never shall, consent to an union. The Irish, 
Count, are too brave, too independent a people to 
give up their right of forming their own laws, as 
thdr neighbours the Scotch have done." — '^ Sir, 
•aid the Count, ^^ as I am quite a stranger, I do 
not feel 'myself qualified to give an ofdoion upon 
the subjcdt. During my residence in England I 
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hare often heard it discussed, and could understand 
that Scothmd has benefited Terj much hy the nnion^ 
and that Ireland nerer can make any great adranceSy 
either in its manufactures or commerce, until that 
measure shall take place." — ^^ No such thing, 
Count. I assure you, all those who hare its inter- 
est at heart know to the contrary. And as to the 
manners and customs of Ireland, they are TCiy dif- 
ferent, and much more pleasing than those of Eng- 
land. I appeal to you. Miss," turning to Matilda, 
^' for the truth of what I say."—" Oh, that & 
quite unnecessary, sir," said she: ^^ yon are your- 
self an excellent proof of the justness of your argu- 
ment." 

Teased to death by bis perseyering assiduity, she 
was betrayed into this acrimonious answer, for 
which she was not pleased with herself, yet hoped 
it might rid her of him for the present. But he had 
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too good aa opinion of himself to suppose it more 
or less than a jast tribute to his merit ; and making 
a low bow, said, ^^ Miss Mattj, you flatter me 
Tery much. I am happj, howerer, to find that 
jon entertun so true an idea of the country." 

Kolinski was out of all patience. He attempted 
once or twice to speak to Matilda, but was inter- 
rupted by Hardy's telling him what a loss he sns. 
^ned in not seeing Ireland, the curiosities of which, 
he assured him, far surpass those of any other 
Country. " Very likely, sir," said Kolinski. — 
^^ No," continued Hardy, quite taken up with 
Uis own subject, ^^ nothing can equal the beauties 
c^f the lake of Rillarney, the Giants' Causeway, 
t:lie Caye of Cong, and the sublime mountains of 
Joyes country ; not to mention the numerous lakes 
^nd rirers profusely scattered all oTer the kingdom." 



52 UENRT COUNT J>1 KOLINfKT. 



'^ Praj, Hardy," said Mr. Archdale, ^^ vmy I 
aik what countrj it is jua hare juit described?"— 
^^ My own, fir, to be sure," answered Hardy* 
^^ I was going to tell Count Kolinski how bonntifal 
Nature has been to us. I am glad I hare so good 
an evidence as you in my favour* Yon can swear 
to the truth of what I assert.*' — ^^ Indeed," repBed 
Mr. Archdale, ^^ I believe there are few people s^ 
partial to Ireland as I am, and yet I declare that I 
hardly know it from your description. Pray, my 
dear sir, what are the charms you consider so much 
worthy of attention among those sublime mountains 
as you call them? Is it their barren and rocky 
sides, equally impervious to man or beast ? Or tkt 
miserable bogs and morasses which surround them?" 
— ^< Why, as to the mountains," said Hardy, <^ I 
cannot swear to their beauty, having never seen 
them myself: but being on a commission for six 
weeks near Killamey, I am perfedly wdl acquaint- 
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ed with all the curiosities in its neighbourhood, 
liaring had plenty of time to amuse myself, as a 
couple of hours each day was quite enough for exa- 
mining the witnesses," 

Eolinski took the opportunity of Hardy's speak*^ 

ing to Mn Archdale, to request, in a whisper to 

Matilda, that she would tell him, what in her opi- 

lion he had to hope from the fair obje6l of his 

affedtions ; adding, '^ whatever her sentiments may 

he, mine are unchangeable, . everlastingly fixed. 

Her image is deeply engraven on this heart devoted 

to her alone. Tell me, dearest Miss Archdalc, 

may 1 presume to hope ?" — " It is impossible," 

she would have added, '' for me to answer for one 

I do not know;" but while she was speaking her 

father called her to play some Irish airs that he was 

remarkably fond of. She immediately advanced 

towards the forte-piano, happy at being thus rc» 

•• • 
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lidved from a utoation so perplexing, in wluch the 
crery moment dreaded an explanation. 

From this mortifying answer to a question whidi '^ 
interested him so much, and her abrupt change of 
place, Kolinski concluded that she understood him, 
but too well, and had thus signified her disapproba* 
tion of his presumptuous hopes. Petrified witter 
grief and disappointment, he sat for some time losC^ 
to every surrounding object, sensible only to th0* 
most heartfelt chagrin. 

Very different were his feelings at this instant frott^ 
those he experienced when assured of Madame da^ 
L's. indifference towards him. In his connection ^ 
with her, yanity was the charm which fascinated - 
him. Young, rich, lirely, and haughty to a de» ' 
grce, admired by all, she seemed equally insenaible '^ 
to the homage paid to her beauty, and the desprfr "^ 
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which the chilliog coldness of her manners had been 
the occasion of« Can it be wondered at, then, that 
the vanity of Kolinski was flattered, when he found 
himself the faToured lover of this haughty fair one? 
Be fancied her empire over his heart was ererlast- 
ing, but he was mistaken. And had she even con. 
tinued to honour him with those smiles for which 
he was envied by all the men, the tumult of pas- 
sions excited by them would ere now have sunk 
into apathy and indifference. 

Now his heart was deeply wounded; he was 
thoroughly sensible to the many amiable qualities 
which Miss Archdale possessed in an eminent de* 
gree. From his first acquaintance with her he had 
s^tadiod her chara^er with persevering assiduity, 
and each succeeding day brought with it some addi- 
tional reason why he should esteem and love her. 
His dreams of happiness now vanished; a dreadful 
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chaos presented itself to his imagination, over which 
he brooded with a kind of melancholy satisfadUoa. 
The soft and plaintive air now sung by Matilda, 
every note of which seemed to vibrate on his heart, 
accorded well with his present temper, and drove 
him almost to tears : one stood trembling in his eye. 

*^ And is it even so ?" thought he : " Is it possi- 
ble? can Kolinski, will he, permit himself to be 
thus overcome? Ah no! I will exert my under. 
standing, and, if possible, get the better of this 
weakness ; at all events, conceal it within naay own 
breast." 

No sooner had the music ended, than Hardy 
again engrossed the conversation. lie contended 
that it was a 'great mistake to suppose that stindajr 
schools, or any of those seminaries of learning estab- 
lished by ostentatious charity, contributed either to 
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the welfare or happiness of the lower order of peo^ 
pie. ^' So far from that," said he, ^Mt renders 
them idle and untradiable. The time which would 
hare been occupied in proriding for thdr families, 
is, when they are taught to road, spent in poring 
OTer newspapers or inflammatory pamphlets ; which 
VBoders them discontented and dissatisfied with their 
situations." — ^< How is that possible, sir?" said 
Lady Ann. — ^' I assure yon, madam," replied 
Eardy, '' I know it to be the case at this minute 
all OTer Ireland. Wheneyer the body of the peo* 
pie b entirely ignorant, which luckily happens in 
many parts of the kingdom, then you may be ccr« 
tain of finding them perfeAly peaceable, and satis, 
fed with their ntnation." — '< Upon my word, sir," 
•aid Lady Ann, endeaTouring to conceal a smile of 
contempt which would force itself on her counte. 
nance, ^^ you giye a very bad proof of the good 
laws by which you say yon are go?emed, or the 
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probity of those who administer thexn^ when yoa 
contend that the ignorance of the governed can 
alone make them submit to them, I am inclined to 
hope that your heart has not didlated the opinion, 
therefore shall not argue the point with you ; but I 
request that you will refledt for an instant upon the 
dignity of human nature, and tell me candidly upon 
what grounds you have formed the notion, that 
total ignorance, which degrades a rational being 
almost to the level of the brute creation, should 
make him better or happier. It is an opinion that 
I have often heard discussed, but never without 
blushing for the supporters of it.' 
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Hardy could have related several circnmstancet 
which In his idea would sufficiently prove the tmth 
of his assertion, but he knew enough of Lady Ann 
to be convinced that all he could say would not 
make her change her opinion. He therefore, though' 
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with infioite reludtance, gave up the argument for 
the present, saying, ^^ Your philanthropy, madam, 
makes me blush at my apparent inhumanity, and I 
must acknowledge that I never looked upon the 
SQbje6t in this light before." — ^^ I make no doubt 
of it, sir," said she; '' there is not one in a thou- 
sand who thinks for himself." 

Kolinski now taking advantage of the first pause, 
in a Toice scarcely articulate, and with a counte- 
nance truly expressive of what he felt at parting 
from this amiable family, bade them a hasty farewell, 
and hurried out of the house as fast as possible. 
All his schemes of future happiness being now over- 
tamed hy Matilda's apparent indifference, he be- 
came a prey to grief the most violent, which agi. 
tated him to such a degree that he continued walk- 
ing about his apartment the greatest part of the 
night. 



00 BEWnT COUNT ,DE KOLIKSKt. 

Ills friend Lord Bennet was with him at as 
early hour, — when they set ont for Harwich; 
finding the packet ready to sail, he bade an eternal 
adieu to England, and to Matilda, on whoee tender 
and feeling heart he had made an impression nerer 
to be effaced, although he was destined to pour 
forth his unayailing sighs, unconscious of her affeo* 
tion (or him. 

From Ilclroetsluys he crossed orer through Ger* 
many into Poland. Here ho found erery thing in 
a state of confusion ; hostile troops assailing them 
from without, rendered more formidable by a spirit 
of party and disunion which raged oyer the wheb 
kingdom. Surrounded now by his family and friends, 
Kolinski would wiUingly hare remidned whera lie 
enjoyed with redoubled pleasure that friendly and 
social interconrse in which Poland appeared to him 
to excel all other nations. But duty forbad It. 
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The luDg, <knifiding in his loyalty, courage, and 
pradeoce, liad appointed him to the goyernmcnt of 
lome StaroBtes, and he wished to show to the world, 
and most of all to his royal master, that his confi. 
-dence in him had not been misplaced. Hastening 
therefore to hisgoremment he employed hunself for 
lome months in marshalling and disciplining his 
troops; when he received permission to absent him. 
self for a few days, upon the occasion of the 
approaching nuptials of his only sister with the 
Prince de LodoTbki. 

This union had been for some time determined 
upon by the two families, and was now to be so- 
lemnized with all the pomp and splendour usnal in 
this country upon so important an erent* The 
ceremony was to take place in the cathedral, with* 
in a couple of miles of the Palace de Kolinski. At 
the palace the preparations for the wedding were 

o 
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adranciag rapidly. One square of the buildiog had 
been pulled down^ and fitted up in a new and ele- 
gant style. The season of the year not permitting 
fStes-champ^tres, there were temporary buildings 
eredled, where yarious entertainments and spedta- 
cks were to be exhibited. In a word, nothing was 
omitted which could contribute to the beauty or 
brilliancy of the scene. 

The day at length arrired which was fixed for 
the union of the beautiful Maria de Kolinski to the 
Prince de Lodoyiski, whose manly and sensible 
countenance was a true index of his mind. The 
sun had scarcely darted his crimson rays through 
the windows of the east wing of the palace, when 
the Countess de Kolinski, attended by her female 
relations, entered her daughter's apartments. Sleep 
had still locked the eyelids of this young and inno« 
^nt maid ; her mother gently kissing her forehead^ 
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she awoke, and, rising, gave her maids and com- 
panions an opportunity of displaying their taste in 
the distfibntion of her jewels, which were of im- 
mense ralae. Her gown was of rich satin of the 
purest white, over which were scattered bunches of 
flowers in embroidery, festooned with diamonds of * 
the first water ; her head was ornamented by a 
crown studded with jewels of uncommon size and 
brilliancy ; her hair, of darkest brown, partly 
braided and fastened by diamond pins, and partly 
flowing in loose and unstudied ringlets, formed a 
contrast to the pearly whiteness of her neck. 

She was yet under the hands of her women, com- 
pleting the business of the toilet, when her father 
came to hand her to the carriage which was to con. 
rey her to the cathedral. The numerous followers 
and yassals of the house of Kolinski attended, form- 
ing two lines from the gate of the palace to that of 

oij 
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the outward court, where the carriages watted; to 
which she was led by her father, preceded by a 
band of beautiful young boys and girls, represent* 
ing the Loves and Graces, strewing her path with 
flowers. She was followed by her bridesmaids^ 
her mother, and all her female relations, in ten car* 
riages. The troops marching in order to the amount 
of some hundreds ; near the church they were met 
by the Lodoviski cavalry and infantry, forming 
lines to the great door, where the Prince himself 
waited to receive his bride. The bishop, arrayed 
in robes of Tyrian dye, attended to perfonn the ce- 
remony. The address he delirered was calculated 
^o inspire the minds of all the congregation with 
gratitude for the blessings bestowed on each indivi- 
dual| as well as to inculcate the many and import* 
ant duties attending the marriage state. The dis- 
course ended, the yenerable prelate offered up a 
short prayer, in which he was joined by the whole 



BEMRT COUNT D£ KOLIXSKI. 65 

congregation, for a blessing upon the new-married 
eouple. The band now played an epithalamium 
composed for the occasion, and the two families 
united in complimenting the bride and bridegroom, 
whose bright prospects gave CTery promise of future 
happiness* 

Alas! ill-fated pair! little did you foresee the ga- 
thering storm which was so soon to put an end to 
til your flattering hopes of happiness ! a body of 
Russian hussars surrounded the cathedral during 
serrice, waiting the moment when this joyous un« 
8Dspe6ting concourse^should sally forth ; then rtish. 
Jng on thera unexpectedly, made an easy conquest 
of the brare Poles. The horrors of this scene 
could be equalled only by the intricate policy which 
gaye rise to it. T-he families of Kolinski and of 
LodoTiski were zealous patriots, and firm support- 
ers of all the measures adopted by the king. It 

•• • 
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was necessary to render them less formidable, hy 
depriving them at once of their leaders. No oppor- 
tunity could offer more farourablo than the present^ 
when they were all collected for the purpose of fes* 
ti?ity and mirth, therefore unarmed. They de» 
fended themselres, howeyer, with a courage bor* 
dering on madness, until they saw the brave Ko- 
linski, his father, Prince de Lodoviski with his two 
brothers, and several other noblemen, in the hands 
of the Russians, Despair now seized on them; 
they made one or two vain attempts to regain the 
liberty of their chiefs ; but finding it useless to con* 
tend longer under such great disadvantages, they 
fled, leaving the Russians masters of the field* The 
general who commanded this expedition sent a po« 
lite message to the ladies (who were still in the ca- 
thedral more dead than alive), requesting that they 
might not make themselves uneasy in the absence of 
their lords, assuring them that there was Ho injury 
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intended either to their persons or property; ex- 
pressing also the greatest regret that he should hare 
been the person appointed by her majesty to con- 
io6l an expedition apparently hostile — though in 
conjundtion with, and ultimately for the interest of, 
the Polish nation. 

This message was little calculated to rclicTe the 
distress of mind under which those unfortunate 
ladies laboured : it awakened them to a]! the horrors 
of thdr situation, and the dreadful fate which they 
feared awaited persons so dear to them. Ever in 
opposition to the Russian party, what had they to 
expect from an implacable enemy, now that they 
were in her hands, but death, or worse than death, 
perpetual exile? Or perhaps, horror was in the 
thought, these dear relatives might be exposed to 
punishments which are a disgrace upon the nation 
that could inflict them. 
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TIk Coonteis de KolioskL Imself so ancii in 
need of consolation, exerted herself n eileaiTOwn 
to console her daaghter the Princess de LodovisU. 
Her tears, her beauty, and that expressioa of me- 
lanclioij diffiosed orer her mtelligent conmtenance, 
rendcrt^ her an object of compassion and adminu 
lion. Was it possible to conceiTe one half so in« 
tcreftCing ? deprired at once of all that could make 
life dtrsirablc, father, brother, loTer, friends, she in 
rain a((empU to dry np her tears : she throws her. 
self upon her knees : she ejaculates a petition 
for the fortitude necessary to support her under 
such accumulated ills: she offers npher toits at the 
altar, and » wears to dedicate the remainder of her 
life to religion, under the strictest rules of monastic 
seventy, llbing, she addresses the prelate ; ^^ ac- 
ccpt, my Lord, the tows I now make to the Al- 
mighty ill ^our presence, — to renounce from this 
moment the world with all its deceitful pleasures, . 
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and become a member of the holy sisterhood where 
I hftTO tpeot some of my happiest days I' 



»> 



Her mother, her companions, all endeayonr to 
diisuade her from putting this distressing tow into 
eiecation: their effiorts are in rain: her resolu* 
ikn is fixed. She embraces her mother z she en« 
tieits ker friends, by all the affection which they 
btl for her, to reconcile the Countess to an etent 
which is inefitable: she assures them that her 
prayers shall be offered up to the throne of mercy for 
thdr eternal happiness. With a firm and determined 
tone she desires that notice may be sent to the con* 
vent of * * * * in order that they should hate every 
thing prepared for her immediate reception. 

Meantune the worthy Prelate leads the Princess 
to the sacristy : he endeayours te reconcile her to 
the world: he explains to her the duties which 
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shonld influence her : he enlarges on the attentions 
due from her to the best of mothers at this dreadful 
crisis ; and finally the motives which should induce 
her to enter into a religious order, the duties atten. 
dant on that state ; and, in short, paints it In its 
most austere and dismal point of new. 

She answers him, ^^ my Lord, your kind solici- 
tude for my happiness I shall neyer forget, nor 
shall my gratitude to you lessen but with my life: 
but I must tell you, my rerered friend, that my 
only hope of tranquillity is in the sanctuary of re- 
ligion. Reiiection long since dictated it as the path 
most conducive to happiness, and I had determined 
oli pursuing it. But my parents would not hear of 
it : they had other plans in view : they introduced 
the amiable, alas ! the unfortunate Lodoviski to me. 
His beauty, his virtues, and his love, soon effected 
what they wished. My heart was -v()iolIy his. 
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I trembled when I looked back upon the frightfal 
precipico from which I had escaped. I thought of 
nothing bat Hying for him : he was the idol that 
occopied my whole soul : I forgot the author of my 
heing.-^But you hayc punished me," said she, 
'' great God how dreadfully I? 

A 'flood of tears overpowered her. The good 
bishop mingled his tears with hers* For some time 
they were both unable to >peak* At length she 
requested of him to use his influence with her mo. 
ther in her favour; to console her in the misfor- 
tunes- which this dreadful day had accumulated on 
the whole family ; to preach resignation to her uu- 
der those complicated eyils. ^^ For me," said she, 
*^ I will instantly remote to the conrent of * ♦ * *, 
there to remain within its sacred walls. Never 
more," said she, clasping her hands, and raising 
her eyes to heaven, ^^ will the wretched Maria, 
while litiog) quit that holy asylum.' 
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The Prince deLodoTiski, was not taken prisoi 
vntil, orercame hy sereral woiinds^ he fell to 
ground : he wns then canted off in a state of ini 
iihilitj. Happj had he remained so; bat a 
some time, howerer, he rerired suficimtly to 
able to fed in their full extent the horrors of hit 
taation ; which affected him so riolently, that all 
care now taken of him in the Russian garrison ' 
Tain : his many wounds, added to the agitation d 
mind, brought on a ferer, which in a few days 
an end to his existence. 

* KoljQski, endearouring to rescue his father, rv 
ed, regardless of himself, into the midst of his e 
mies, where he was instantly made captive, his 
forts and remonstrances to regain liberty be 
eq^ually fruitless. Hurried from one fort to anotl 
attended by a strong guard, stripped of all the i 
ney and moveables which he had about him on 
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daj he was taken, deprived eren of the means of 
giTiog iatelligence to any of his friends of his situa- 
tioa, bis gaard preserying a stri& silence, he was 
debarred eren from the sad consolation of knowing 
lis destination, or what his fate might be : this 
vnoertainty almost distradted him for some days : 
at length, finding the air become sensibly colde^^ 
he concladed that he was on his road to Siberia : 
he would have been able to form his opinion witl^ 
greater certainty, but that, he travelled only by 
night, being confined a close prisoner each day at 
the different forts on the route. 

Now dreadful certainty put an end to all those 
doubts. After travelling for several nights over 
trcmendnous mountains and through gloomy audi 
almost impenetrable forests, the cold grew intense^ 
the ground was covered with snow, and sledges be- 
came necessary. Horror assuled all his faculties : 

u 
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he could not arrange his ideas: whichever way he 
turned hi& thoughts, a chaos black and impenetrable 
presented itself to his Tiew; Death would hare 
been a thousand times more pleasing : Kolinski in 
rain inroked his aid :, he was deaf to his prayers : 
relentless Death ever turns from the unfortunate: 
oftener among the rich and happj does he choose 
his rictims, aiming his unerring dart at those breasts 
which shrink with terror at his rery name. 

Religion, thou peace-inspiring maid, whose calm 
and benign countenance cheers the aflUcted, and 
whose precepts are like balm to the wounded heart, 
what mortal ever called on thee in yain ? To thee 
did Kolinski turn, and from thee receire what no 
earthly power could bestow. By degrees a calm 
stole oTer all his senses, he felt like one awaked 
from some shocking dream : yet he saw all the 
horrors of his fate, but could contemplate it with a 
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degree of fortitude and resignation which religion 
alone could have given bim« 

Haying a great taste for mechanics, he sometimes 
employed himself in making sereral little articles of 
furniture. The miserable tools he picked op did 
not permit him to finish any of them with nicety, 
but they were very acceptable to many of his fellow 
sufferers ; who, sinking by degrees into a state of 
inactiyity and apathy, would not make any effort 
eren to procure those little comforts which they 
enjoyed when provided for them by another. He 
made a wretched kind of flute, with which he cou- 
trived to pass away many an hour, and not un fre- 
quently charmed by his music, men who had been 
heretofore considered adepts in the art He soon 
became a general favourite in the district, and often 
got permission from the governor to go out with 
the hunters upon parties for four or five dayst 

HIJ 
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With the furs which he procured he was enabled t^ 
purchase carpenters' tools and many little necessa- 
ries. 

He How constantly meditated upon the meabi of 
escaping: a thousand different schemes occurred: 
but though many of them appeared easy enough in 
speculation, he always found it impossible to exe^ 
cute them. He affected to appear quite reconciled 
to his situation, knowing the necessity of dtssimv. 
lation towards effed;ing the purpose next to his 
h^art. In one of the solitary rambles whidi the 
uncommon indulgence of the gorernor permitted 
hmk to enjoy, he met with a Chinese trader^ vhci 
had been wrecked on the coast. He brought him 
home to his hut, diiided his provision with him, 
and at his departure gave hitn some otter skina, 
which the pobr man, grateful for his kindness pro« 
miscd to dispose of to the best advantage. Kolinski 
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gave him a list of the articles that he wished io %'tt 
in exchange, and, bidding him farewell, looked 
forward with impatience io his return, and the per. 
formance of his promises, upon which he now fixed 
all his hopes of liberty, 

nis knowledge of the world sometimes almost 
obliged him to relinquish those sanguine hopes; 
but thejr always returned when he analysed his own 
heart. He was a physiognomist, too, and had read 
truth aqd honesty in the plain but open counte- 
nance of the trader. Slight as the industrious spi- 
der's web is the anchor which sustains hope in the 
breast of the unfortunate. Kolinski now sought 
her with more than hb usual ardour, and she did not 
forsake him : she appeared to his Tivid imagination 
with a countenance mild and serene: an enchanting 

smile iometimes illumined her features, which seem. 

«• • 
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ed to disapate for an instant the transparent y< 
that in general envelops her. 

• The trader at length returned; and what jc 

OTcrwhelmed Kolinski, to find that he bad ni 

only been as good as his word, but hq,d even ou 

done his most sanguine expectations, in adding i 

the produce of his little stock a number of artich 

which he knew would be acceptable presents to a 

unfortunate inhabitant of this dismal climate! Bus 

ncss detaining him for some time in this and tli 

neighbouring distri^s, he made use of his interci 

with the goTernor to gain various indulgences fc 

Koliuski ; nor did the Count feel any rcpugnanc 

at owing obligations to this truly benevolent mai 

whom ho now made the confidant of all his schemes 

his hopes and fears being entirely revealed to thi 

good man, without whose assistance it w^ould hav 

been impossible for him ever to have effe6ted hi 

plan, which was to make his escape in a balloon. 
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After an infinite number' of disappointments, bis 
patience at length overcame all difficulties, and bis 
balloon ivas completed. It was now about the 
latter end of June, and the season remarkably fine, 
bot the sun not setting in those northorti latitudes 
doring the greater part of the summer months, 
l»bliged him to wait for the first hour of darkness, 
when he determined to take his flight. This time, 
ihongh comparatively short to that he had spent m 
•Siberia, appeared to KoHnski dreadfully long : his 
lipprebension of a discovery, and his fears that 
^ery person who looked at him would read his 
^oughts, made him restless and uneasy; and his 
Jicalth Tvas very near falling a prey to the* anxiety 
and agitation of his mind. Meantime the sun, un- 
conscious pf his distress, still oontinaed to warm 
the frozen children of the north : the most beautiful 
verdure spppUed the place of barren tradts of snow : 
ike riTer$^ let loose from their bonds, meandered 
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through perfumed meadows : all nature seemed to 
rejoice, flare Kolinski : he alone sighed for the de- 
parturc of that brilliant luminary. 

When the long.wishcd-for night at length arrived, 
hit good friend the Chinese lent his aid in preparing 
the balloon : all matters were soon adjusted: crerj 
thing seemed favourable: the fineness of the night, 
the nky uncommonly clear for this climate, and the 
universal stillness which reigned all around. Ko- 
linski embraced his friend ; he even shed tears of 
gratitude; and, making him a thousand acknow- 
ledgments, stepped into his boat. Here they agaia 
embraced, and bade each other a melancholy adieu ; 
when, hearing a distant noise, the cords were has- 
tily cut, and the balloon rose majestically, Kolinksi 
waving his handkerchief until out of sight. His 
friend remained upon the spot, endeavouring to 

follow it with his eyes, until the rising sun, eo. 
lightening the surronndlng atmosphere, discovered 
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to him that he had been pursuing a phantom, the 
balloon being totally out of sight. 

No sooner was Kolinski's absence known, than 
mn order was sent to the trader to appear before 
the governor. Uc affe^ed the greatest astonish* 
ment at the news of Kolinskies elopement, and 
protested his ignorance of it*. The governor, how. 
erer, could not be persuaded but that he had soipe 
knowledge of his movements ; at the same time de- 
tiring him, if he had any influence over him, to 
exert it in advising him to give himself up ; assuring 
him that was his only chance of forgiveness for an 
offence which he must know merited the severest 
punishment. '^ You may tell him also," said he, 
^^ the impossibility of escaping, every surrounding 
fort being by this apprised of his crime. 

* The Chinese in general are addicted to the crime of 
telliiif willing falshotds, md tblnk it no crime. 
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The poor trader well knew the trath of this asser* 
tion, had Kolinski attempted hb escape in aoj 
other waj than that he had done, which he looked 
upon as nothing less than the effect of some superna- 
tural power, and could not be persuaded bnt that 
his friend dealt io magic ; though he so often assert- 
ed the contrary most positiyelj, and eyen took 
great pains to explain the natural causes of this to 
him inexplicable phcenomenon : his efforts, how- 
eter, were yain : he silenced his friend, bnt could 
not persuade him. 

Now delivered from his prison, Kolinski felt aH 

the joy that such an erent was capable of inspiring 

him with. He had flattered himself with haying 

found out a method of dire6ling his balloon, and 

now tried to put it in execution, on finding the air 

so cold that he feared for his life : still, howeror, 

it continued to ascend, and all his attemps to prt- 
yent it proved incffedtual ; until luckily getting in« 
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to a strong current, which suddenly stopped its 
. lising, and carried him with amazing rapidity in a 
liorizonttl diredtion. He was now ycry much dis- 
appointed at not being able to dircdt the machine, 
and likewise that he ^ould not judge to a certainty 
which point of the compass he was moving to, as 
the sun, by which he had hoped to guide himself, 
was at present in its meridian. But he comforted 
himself in the refledtion, that no country could be 
to disagreeable to him as tliat which he hail just 
quitted. 

The beauty and noYclty of the scene beneath him 
now attracted his attention. The clearness of the 
sky permitted him again to see the earth, which had 
been for some time obscured by a thick yapour : 
he looked down upon it as upon a map : he fan- 
cied himself an inhabitant of another world, jour- 
neying about from planet to planet : he heaved a 
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s^h of pitj for the weakness, the follies, and th« 
littleness of mankind. He almost wished nerer to 
return to it, unless he could be gifted with the de.^ 
lightful power of making them happier* ^* Oh,'*' 
thought he, *^ what ecstatic rapture should I feel, 
were I endued with the power of persuading poor 
infatuated mortals that true happiness could onlj 
result from yirtuous actions!" Whilst enjojing 
those pleasing contemplations, he found that he had 
crossed oyer a large tradt of water, changed his 
course, and descended a yast deal lower. He could 
now see distin6l)y the land beneath him, which, 
from the numerous riyers and wide-extended lakes, 
he concluded must be America. 

He now began to think of stopping. America 
was a country which he had long wished to see. 
The spirit, the brayerj and genius of its inhabitants 
interested him for them. A chain of unpleasant 
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erents brought him to that continent when least he 
expected it; but now that he was there, he congra- 
tiilated himself upon a circumstance which promised 
a fund of entertainment to a mind like his. As all 
parts of that immense continent were alike, in his 
opinion, worthy of inspection, he determined 
upon descending ; but, upon recollection, he 
thought it would be better to wait until night, fear, 
ful lest the noTelty of his appearance might occasion 
anj ^agreeable consequences. 

The sun was now near sinking below the horizon : 
one half-hour more, and his journey was at an end 
for the present — perhaps for ever. For many rea- 
sons he did not think it would be either convenient 
or agreeable to him to return to Poland, as he was 
Tery certain that his entire party, as well as himself, 
were sacrificed to the ambitious proje6ts of a few. 
And although he received much gratification in tra. 
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felling throagh the other natioiu of Eovfe, jit 
fhtre WM not one of then in wUck he csaki 
to fix hi» reifdence. In wbateTer pant of 
be ihofild happen to alight, he made no 4o«bt of 
being able to procare a lifelihood; his talcntiy boA 
natural and acquired, being so Tarioos: bcadcs 
bis knowledge of the Americaos, their libcraEtj 
and good ficnse rendered him less fearfnl of appear- 
ing despicable among them, without monej, thm 
among any other nation wliatsocrcr. lib reridence 
in Siberia, where he had had sufficient leisure for 
reflection, made him see the world in a rerj difier- 
cut light from what he had ever done before. He 
looked back with a degree of astonishment at his 
own blindness and pr4?judice, when he recollefted 
the rury great ri'spcct, nay veneration, ia which 
hu held all those who could count a long line of 
anccHtort. He had often laughed at the English, 
VfhoH^ Ciod he would say was Mammon, paying 
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equal respect to the moneyed man, as they call him, 
of the meanest extradiion, with what they could 
Ittfe shown to the oldest Baron in Europe. Man 
BOW appeared to him respectable only from the de. 
|ree of intrhisic merit he could boast of. 

The sun disappearing, darkness began to shed 
its solemn shade oyer the horizon; and Kolinski, 
lesseniog the quantity of inflammable air in his bal- 
loon, descended gently towards the earth. As he 
drew near, he could distinguish an extensiye plain 
beneath him, which seemed to be surrounded by 
lofty mountains. He heard the roaring of a water. 
fall ; and when within a few yards of the ground, 
&e heard with pleasure the sound of human Toices at 
gome distance from the spot towards which he was 
descending. ^^ Nerer, neyer," exclaimed he in an 
•cstacy, ^^ can the misanthrope know happiness in 
bb so much extolled solitude. Man, the noblest 
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work of God, was not formed to admire all cm* 
tion beside, and look with an eye of disgust iipM 
his own species* This is not philosophy, it b 
nature distorted." 

There were not many at his time of life who had 
more reason to dislike the world than Kolintki; 
yet, from the instant that he b^an to descend, one 
of his greatest fears was that of alighting in an UDia* 
habited desart. He was now reliered from tbdt 
fear; and whether it was hb lot to fall among whait 
are termed the sarage nations, or the cifilizad partly 
was a matter of equal indifference to him. A resiu 
dence amidst the most sayage people upon earth, 
could not be worse than that from which ]ie1ia4 
just escaped. He determined therefore to be re* 
coDciied to his present lot, whatever it might be^ 
depending upon that Providence who orders . aU 
things for the best. And now, recommeiidiiig bia^ 
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idf to his fatherly prote6tion, his first a6t, upon 
landing, was to throw himself upon his knees, 
retnming thanks to that beneficent Power through 
whose means he had thus miraculously escaped. 

I 

Nature now calling for refreshment, he made a 
hearty repast upon the remainder of the provisions 
which had been procured for him by his good friend 
the trader; and, climbing up a tree, he enjoyed 
the most refreshing slumbers ; slumbers which even 
the sweet bird of night, who in a neighbouring bush 
tang her melancholy tale to the sighing zephyrs, 
conld not interrupt* 

Aurora now advancing silenced the melodious 

mourqer, and, dispelling by degrees the shades of 

night, awakened Kolinski. The beauty of the sur. 

Tounding country must have attracted the attention 

of eren a mor^ careless observer than he was. The 

' ..• 
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flr/7« \tUyfttiiy <1('(';4«i^ ff^rsD bnuidt to 

^^ #' ry#'^ l/# ^'//iKMil hiA ballooo, and 
tft*tf*i»UU'n f/^UUU Uti hiu\ takea with Ua. Bf 
M^fif (}#<'! iif mt t^mumf'.it wfiich laj a Utde t» the 
<-<fMHf^ 0Uii^ tntm iU %nmmh, could percme Ihairt 
!»«< IfM'l 1$'^^ Utftp an «;ftli'fiMve valley, hpniidedim tke 
wnlU Mifil irt ^i I// a chain of mouataiof rkiBg h^ 
\mlh.a\\y oiut al>'#v« another, in cndloff nmt^y 
iHHil lM4f iif iUt*. t'.UmU, The Muwoari, predpitaU 
UiH V^nif from miu)U'/,nt them, dashing orer roGk% 
ruftM aliMi|( i II wardM the south. The cniaTated 
fi«tht«, anil Minall but Nniig.luoking habitatioat thick. 
\y umiiMmi around him, were a suilicient proof that 
Uiti plai^N wait wril peopled : but what sort of peo. 
|ita lliey were, witcihcr in a civilized or laTage 
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state, were considerations which employed Kolin- 
ski'S thoughts for some time. 

Now quite absorbed by ideas so interesting, rc- 
fleding on the many strange and unforeseen inci. 
dents of his past life, and endeavouring in vain to 
penetrate through the veil which hung between him 
and the future, he was interrupted by distant 
sounds of music, the cadence slow and solemn, 
well calculated to inspire ideas of the most melan- 
choly kind : the melody, so simple yet sa perfe6^, 
cbowed a degree of cultiyation in the art which 
delighted and astonished him: he forgot himself, 
his situation ; and unmindful of every other consi- 
deration save that of enjoying strains so unexpedled, 
§0 melodious, he walked slowly towards the place 
from whence the music proceeded: it stopped, 
fie stood like one entranced ! again it struck his 
enchanted senses, and again he resumed his pace — > 
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until, drawing near, he found himself entering 
an enclosure which was surrounded by sereral 
rows of black oaks intermixed with cjpress. 

Witliin the enclosup^ stood a rast concourse of 
people of both sexes, with folded arms, and - cjes 
fixed on the earth. In the centre, on a rising 
ground, sat about ^(ty old men, whose ycnerablo 
locks hanging negligently orcr their mild and digni« 
ficd countenances inspired him with respedl. In 
the midst sat one, whoso silent grief now and then 
burst forth in sighs, which seemed to issue from the 
inmost recesses of a tortured heart. With his milk« 
white locks he wiped away the tears that, spite of 
his endeavours to restrain them, rolled down hit 
furrowed cheeks. His figure, bending under the 
weight of years; the mild resignation pidinred in 
his countenance, which the most poignant grief 
could not deprive him of; all conspired to touch 
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the feeling breast of KoUnski with compassion: 
the tear trembled in his eye, his sight grew dim, 
he held his handkerchief to his face. At that in. 
itant the music ceased: a general movement foU 
lowed: each indiridual crowded round the Yene- 
rable mourner, saying a something which 9eemed a 
coinpliment of condolence. 

Kolioskt attra^ed uniTersal attention; every 
look WAS diredied towards him, and a thousand 
Toices re-echoed the same words addressed to him* 
But he was ignorant of their meaning; he made 
tigQB that he did not understand the language; he 
showed them that he was alone and unarmed; and 
in the best manner he could, made known to them 
his forlorn situation and dependence upon their 
honour. Some of the elders approaching lum madt 
lum kneel down and kiss the earth; then taking his 
hADd la token of friendship, leading him forward,' 
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they presented him to their chief, whose grief had 
to strongly excited his pity. Here a long conrer- 
sadon ensued, of which Kolinski saw plainly that 
he was the subjedt : but to what it tended he could 
not form the most distant conjedinre: he hoped^ 
howeyer, from the complacent looks with which 
they suryeyed him, that he had nothing to dread. 
Again they made him kneel; when the yenerable 
chief stood np, and, taking Kolinski by the handy 
raised it to his heart: then helping him to rise, a 
general shout ensued. 

This sadden and nnexpe6ted noise alarmed him at 
first : but finding that nothing disagreeable follow- 
ed, he became more assured; and, resigning him* 
self entirely to their guidance, he walked in the 
midst of these fathers of the people, followed by 
the multitude. For some time they bent their 
course to the right, between thick rows of oaki 
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wad cedar; then crossing a rich meadow, whose 
odoriferons perfumes, now inhaled by the vivid 
nys of a yertical snn, were almost oyercoming, 
ihcy entered a grore of maples, at the opposite side 
of which stood a number of cottages, encircled by 

I 

a mde kind of paling which gave an appearance of 
neatness to the whole. 

There was something in this native simplicity, 
that was more pleasing to Kolinski than all the 
improTements of art that he had seen in his travels 
throngh Europe* In one of the cottages was pre- 
pared a repast consisting of pigeons and a variety of 
other fowls ; little baskets filled with the most deli* 
' douf fruits were handed about by females of exqui- 
site beguty, with an ease and grace that would have 
done honour to aby court* 

All that was now wanting to make Kolinski 
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perfectly delighted with his situation, was the know^ 
ledge of their language. He saw idmself an obje6l 
of kindness to a. people apparently humane and 
dvilized beyond his expedtations. The beauty and 
fertility of the country, added to the healthy lookf 
of the inhabitants, gave a sufficient proof of the 
mildness of the climate. lie lifted up his heart in 
gratitude to that Being whose protedling hand had 
gaidcd him to a place of rest, after he had so forci. 
bly felt almost all kinds of disappointments and 
calamities that could assail a human being. 

Tlie venerable Llanwellin was the only penon 
who did not partake of the repast. Grief still 
overwhelmed him, and all his efforts to appear 
cheerful were ineffectual: '* Alas!" cried he, ** it 
is in vain you bid me, my dear friends, to be hap- 
])}• : ' my last remaining prop is gone : can I forget 
the amiable Cuinbni^n, the staff of my old age? 
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can you, my people, forget his rirtues? yoa say 
that the Mighty One, in taking him from us, has 
translated him to theubode of the righteous, and 
that he hsis In this young man given us a chief: I 
belieTe it. Ilis sudden and unaccountable appear- 
ance among us, just at this time, is a confirmation 
of the dream which Madoc, the holy Druid, after 
some days spent in prayer, had explained to us. 
IIow incomprehensible did his explanation appear 
to us then! how plain now ! ^ The bird,' said he, 
< which cometh from afar shall heal those wounds 
which the arrow of death shall have infli6lcd.' How 
often have I gone to the cafe of the venerable her- 
mit, and begged a further explanation of this extra- 
ordiuary dream ! but as often has ho refused, 
' Seek not,' said he, ' oh mighty Llanwcllin, to 
develop what is as yet involved in the darkness of 
time !' and then, with haggard looks and tremulous 
tone bidding mc farewell, would he dirc6t his steps 

K 
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towards the deepest recesses of the forest, learing 
me in a state of anxiety and horror indescribable.— ^ 
But it does not suit the dignity of man to complain. 
LlanwelUn is still the father of his* people; and 
nerer more will he, by his grief, throw the shade of 
melancholy orer the countenances of his beloved 
children. He cannot, it is true, wash away with 
the waters of oblivion the recollediion of his numer- 
ous progeny ; but he will remember the examples 
given him by his great and virtuous ancestors of 
firmness under the weight of afiii6tion.*' 

m 

Here a general burst of applause broke forth from 
the people. ^^ Llanwellin, the wise Llan wellin," said 
they, " is again himself." Joy and tumult now 
seemed to reign for some minutes over this assembly, 
when Madoc, the holy seer, appeared before them. 
Silence now hushing to rest each busy tongue, ^he 
thus addressed the chief: 
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^^ Virtuous and mightj Llanwellia ! (for who so 
mightj as he who gains a conquest oyer* himself?) 
know, that your conduct is pleasing to the Great 
Spirit, and J am permitted to tell you, that, la 
pointing the arrow of death at the last object of 
yonr tenderness, he has sared your heart from a 
wound still more afflicting ; for had Guinlanen lived 
another year, both you and he would hare been 
made captires to a sarage nation whose kingdom 
lies towards the rising sun. They have long medi* 
tated the destrudtion of this kingdom, and would 
now hare effedted it, did not Madoc our great and 
enterprising ancestor, the founder of our empire, 
interpose in our favour, y Now does the oracle, by 
his orders, engraven on the walls of the hall of state, 
show the extent of his wisdom. ^ The descendants 
of Madoc shall reign in this land whilst Peace con. 
tinues to recline under the shade of our woods.* 
These, yon know, my children, are the words of 
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that sacred oracle which has so often made us tr< 

% 

_ I 

ble. Soon, too soon, O je Gods, will the ret 
mcnt of our favourite Goddess be inyade4 by 
insatiable enemy, relentless war ; but, by the 2 
lities of this youth whom you hare adopted, the 
rant will be overcome, and the objedt of our adc 
tion once more restored to us. I will myself unc 
take to instruct hm in our language, our laws, 
the honours conferred on him. His gratitude 
vense will teach him to re^n over us with equity 
mildness, tn the school of adversity he has lear 
to corredt )iis own faults, and make allowances 
those of otheff. Thus much am I permitted to 
you. You, my children, may form a judgm( 
fiTom his countenance, of what ^s anions may 
examine it well^ and then tell me if you can i 
the traces of pride, injustice, avarice, or revet 
in that ope9, candid^ sensible countenance?*' 

He paused. The ey^ of all around were n 
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fixed on Kolinski. The hermit continued : '^ Had 
you seen him as I hare done, when darkness co. 
Tered the earth, and I had been (as is my usual 
castom) contemplating the majesty of the starry 
atmosphere, descending from a globe of fire; and 
when alighting in the midst of the sacred grove, 
paying his tows to the Spirit of Spirits, you ivonld 
say that gratitude to the Gods was a virtue which 
delighted to dwell in his breast."-^ 

With one voice they all answered : *^ The wisdom 
of holy Madoc enlightens this nation." — '^ Yes, my. 
children,*' replied Llanwellin, *^ he is the sun of 
our intelle6ts : an emanation from the Spirit of 
Light, he shows us the road to true happiness, and 
we will follow it,'* 

A buz of applause ran through the whole assem. 

bly; which soon after separating, each individual 

•• • 
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of this happy communitj retired to their respedliTe 
homes. 

Madoc and Llanwellia remainiug with Koliaski, 
they endeavour to make him sensible of the favour 
ho has found in the sight of this people. An 
apartment is prepared for him, next to that of the 
king: Mado€ retires with him there: he makes 
known his wish of instructing him in their language; 
a book containing its characters is produced : Ko« 
linski astonishes the hermit by the avidity with 
which he receives his instructions: before he de- 
parts, he promises to visit him every day, assuring 
him that, from the wonderful facility with which he 
learns, he will shortly have a competent knowledge 
of it. 

KoUnski, now left to his own reiioCtions, could 
hardly believe that he was aw^c. ^^ Is it possible,'' 



\ 
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said he, ^^ that all this is reality? am I nqt in a 
pleasing dream ? or rathery have I not been dream- 
ing all my life past, and only now awaked. Yes, 
I am awake," cried he, ^' and, I hope, truly 
grateful /or the many apparent misfortunes which 
were the occasion of my present happiness. Never, 
neyer will I quit these beneyolent and worthy 
people, who hare thus taken to their bosom the 
forlorn stranger. How different would have been 
my reception among any nation of the old world. 
Yes," said he, " kind and generous people! 1 will 
study your language, your laws, your customs: 
they shall be as my own : they must be good, if we 
can judge of causes from their effects." 

He found little difficulty in acquiring a language 
which seemed to him to have a strong affinity to the 
Hebrew* He determined, during the life of Llan. 
wellio, his father by adoption, to familiarize himself 



/ 
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with their history, laws, and religion, which last 
he fancicKl roust have been originally founded on the 
precepts of the Gospel, — but at present so obscured 
by the different opinions of the several writers who 
had compiled what they called their sacred books, 
that a second illumination seemed necessary to clear 
away the clouds of ignorance and superstition : 
this ho had seme hopes of being able to compass, 
their laws were simple and plain, but jet suffl* 
ciently strong to maintain equity and order through- 
out the kingdom. Of their history, a sketch, as 
translated by Kolinski, may not be unacceptable to 
the reader. 



Towards the close of the twelfth century, Ma% 
doc, secoud son of Owen Gwynnedh, Prince of 
Wales, taking umbrage at the marriage of his eldest 
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brother with the biack-eyed Winna, only daughter 
to Tador^ quitted Wales, attended by a number of 
his followers in quest of new settlements; when 
discovering a fertile country to the west, they fixed 
themseWes in it; the yallf^y being aln^ost depqpulated 
in consequence of a war which raged for many yeafs 
between the Mountain Gods and the Giant Missouri, 
This sanguinary war was at length terminated by a 
furious battle, which took place on the top of 
Apallia; when the giant happening to turn ])is ancle^ 
the Gods immediately hurled him down to the plains^ 
commanding him to take the form of a riyer; swear- 
ing that he should tl^ere foam and roar to the flinty 
rocks until time should be no more. In thi^ valley 
Madoc gave laws to his vassals, which some time 
before his death were committed to writing. 

Here, quite taken up with dispensing happiness to 
bis people, the image of Wipp^ ranished from his 
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rmufllr^Uoii, tind Peace appeared to him in a 
yoHUH an the morning, shining forth in all ha na- 
ilvit tii'NUt)'. Madoc becoming enamonred of hety 
|M«¥ailrd with her to fix her abode in this oonntiy. 
Ill* had »ev«ral children by her. The danghteit 
$h» iimirti^TcMl in the arts of poetry, music, agricaU 
tiirif, and all the difTercnt accomplishments in which 
iiliu 10 much excels* The sons, resembling their 
fttilirfy Hhen It came to their turn to reign, pre- 
lerved the most respectful attention to the Goddess, 
who for many succeeding reigns continued to protect 
the children of this favoured vale ; until Ginlfmmon 
the <yraut, espousing the youngest daughter of 
Discord, the Goddess retired to her ca?e in the sa- 
cred forest; where shutting herself up, she remained 
during his whole reign and that of his son Ap« 
limmon. 



Intestine broils now harrassed the kingdom: it 
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was divided into two parties, who thirsted as yio. 
lently after each other's bloody as if they had been 
transformed into tigers. At length, in a dreadful 
battle which lasted many hours, the tyrant Aplim- 
mon fell, pierced by a thousand poisoned arrows. 
His son profiting by the misfortunes of his father, 
oflfered sacrifices at the altar of Peace; who at 
length taking compassion on him and her favourite 
people, * once more resumed her dominion over 
them. 

A succession of sixteen kings followed, during 
which nothing remarkable occurred, until Madoc 
the^inth, surnamed the Good mounted the throne. 
In that year a beautiful luminary appeared in the 
immense expanse, each evening, soon after the sun 
sunk to rest, and continuing for some hours above 
the horizon, at first this phoenomenon ^rew the 
whole Nation into dismay. But the priest of the 
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sacred groTc gave it as his opinion, that it came as 
the forerunner of good; which quieted the minds of 
the people. 

Truth sat upon the lips of the ^eer; for Plenty- 
opened her stores, to reward the labours of that and 
seTcral following years. Madoc enjoyed a long 
and happy reign, leaving at his death iYio sons. 
Guinlanen did not survive his father long; but 
Llanwellin, surnamed the Thoughtful, filled the 
throne for many years. He was very much belov- 
ed of his subjedls, having by ^is study- and attach- 
ment to the sciences contributed much to the im. 
provement of many of the arts, lie lived to an 
old age ; and though he had many sons and daugh- 
ters, only one survived him : but he, being of a 
delicate constitution, preferred retirement and ease 
to the cares attending on royalty ; Llanwellin^ son 
of tl\e beautiful Winclla, only daughter of Ap- 
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madoc, the youngest of the sons of Madoc the 
Ninth^ was elected king. 

Llanwellin forgot not the power that raised him, 
his chief studj being the happiness of his subje6ts, 
endrely overcoming his own passions, and correct, 
ing with a just severity the faults of his people. 
Happiness, nevertheless, docs not smile upon the 
mighty. Llanwellin, by various diseases deprived 
of all his children, now sees himself like a tree be. 
reft of its branches, save the little Guinlanen, his 
great-grandson, whose tender years and delicate 
frame leave this worthy old king littU hopes of his 
ever arriving at maturity. 



Here ends the history of this simple but virtnoui 
people, as presented to Kolinski by the hands of 

It 
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the hermit. What remains to be toM ift the deatlr 
of GuinlaDeOy after attalniog ^e age of nineteen 
and promising by his manly firtnes, his knowledge, 
and ji»t obserration, to be a successor worthy of 
Uanweilin. 

Sarrella, whose mild tirtnes screened her beau, 
tics from the prying eye of envy, captirated the 
youth. Each hour of relaxation from the attain- 
mcnt of knowledge he deroted to her. Together 
th^y often walked along the banks of the rapid, 
Mbsouri; and often, when seated under a rock, 
listening to its roar, and admiring the beautiful co« 
lours refledted from its humid exhalations, wonld 
Sarrella paint to her enraptured loTcr the charms of 
Tirtue, and comparing the passions to the objeA 
before them, forming an appearance fascinating 
and beautiful, but turbulent and riolent as the 
Missouri in thdr course. 
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TJie forest wa» a fayoarite haiant of those two 
loiTan; there ihey listened to the sweet melody of 
hiids, whilst Guiolanen would press Sarrdla's hand, 
and in softest accents breathe tows of eternal loye ; 
music more gratefal to her ear than the seraphic 
notes of the feathered songsters. One fatal day, 
•tealfiig further than usual in the thickest part of 
the forest, a tiger, rushing from behind a tree^ 
leaped towards the affrighted maid; when Guinla.- 
Ben, erer ready to guard her from danger, throw- 
iag himself between her and the hungry animal, 
feU a sacrifice to his loye before the cries of Sar« 
rella could bring any one to his aid. — Unfortunate 
Sarreila! better for thee had it been to meet death 
im its most horrid shape, than thus witness thy . 
loTer's cruel fate. 



Kolinskt shed a tear of sympathy over t)ie sad 
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dovbt flattered him yery much ; yet happineas did 
not follow. What, though he was destln^ ooe 
day to fill tlic first place ia the kingdom, Kolioski 
looked on it as a place of great anxiety and trouble^ 
which the parade and glitter of tho most brilliant 
courts could not counterbalance: what could be the 
nducement to accept so troublesome an honour? 
The good of one's fellow creatures .* ^^ that certain^ 
ly Is my motiye," said he, ^^ and all my efforts 
shall be dirc6led to that one point," Koltnski neyev 
supposed that the love of power niade any part of 
the motive which pould reconcile him to give up all 
thoughts of returning to his country or friends: 
where, alas! can there bo found a l^eart Insensible 
to that love ? 

All the customary forms of adoption o?er, Ko. 
linski now constantly attended Llanwellin whilst 
4ispensing Justice^ The form of gorernment wm 
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extremely simple, the power of the king, or chief, 
being limited by an assembly of elders chosen from 
among the people, without whose concurrence no 
act of his could be valid. The original code, how. 
ever, as composed by the great Madoc, could not 
be changed by cither king or elders without the 
assenting voice of the whole people. The great and 
fundamental principle inculcated by him was peace: 
be particularly insisted on it, in a book written 
with his own hand, entitled ^^ Madoc*s Legacy to 
his beloved Followers," in the first page of which 
are these remarkable words : ^' If any king or chief 
shall, with or without the advice of the assembly 
of elders, presume to make war against any nation 
or nations, upon any pretext whatever but that of 
absolute invasion of this kingdom, the people shall 
no longer consider him as their king; but, asscm.. 
bling themselves according as the law directs, shal} 
p\^&. fl new chief f*' 
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Many of those hours not appropriated to 
nvssi Kolinski derotcd to solitary rambles : thbe 
liory was rich^ and in some parts of the 
truly sublime. Among the great monntains whi^ 
tormed the western barrier, he would sometinies 
spend whole days, and much of the nighta; ihar 
rugged sides^ from many parts of which proje^M 
immense rocks, apparently threatening by their fM 
to crush the atfrightcd beholder, were to him ob* 
jo^ls of pleasing contemplation. Nature, in bar 
roost sublime and unimproTed state, 13 often more 
agreeable to the cultivated mind than all the bean* 
ties of art. 

After an evening spent in contemplation among 
those mountains, whose awful sublimity never fail« 
ed to turn his thoughts towards the great Creator 
of the uniyerse, Kolinski was leisurely pursuing hit 
way home, when a female figure in a pensive atti. 
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tilde, seated by the side of a little stream, which 
made its way down the whole extent of the moun. 
tain, attradted his attention. He went towards 
her; she however seemed so deeply engaged by her 
own refleditons, that she observed him not nntil he 
stood before her. But what could equal his amaze- 
ment, when, upon a nearer view, he beheld fea* 
tnres so exa6tly resembling Matilda's, that, in snite 
of his situation, he could hardly persuade himself 
it was nof. She seemed confused at his abrupt 
appearance: he apologised respe^ully for his io« 
trusion, at the same time requesting to know by 
what strange chance he found her, at this hour of 
night, alone, and so far from any habitation. 

<^ And is it possible," said she, ^^ that yon can 
be a stranger to the woes of Sarrclla; and that each 
night she rests her weary limbs on the hard rocks of 
Lammon?'*T— " Good heaven I" cried he, "my 



lis IMNRT COUNT BK KOUXSKI. 



fijes might deceiTe mc, bat surclj my ears csaxnot 
alao join in the deception! It U^ it must be Ma- 
tilda that I see, that I hear! My heart ribratef to 
bor tones. Matilda, my cfer dear Matilda! by 
what enchantment are yon here? Speak to me 
again! tell mo, I beseech yon tell me, that Ko# 
linski is not forgotten by Matilda!" — *^ Poor 
youth !" replied Sarrella, ^^ my heart sympmthizet 
In your sorrow. Vou too, like me, hare loft the 
objedt of your affeetions : but, ah ! in what nation 
or clime could be found one so worthy of being 
loved as Guinlanen?" Here her eyes rolled no* 
meaningly about, giving visible marks of a distra^ed 
mind. *^ Farewell!" said she, after a pause whicb 
Kolinski folt no inclination to interrupt: farewdlt 
May she whom yon love bless you with her pre» 
senco, while I follow the ghost of Guinlanen!^ 
At those words she rose from her seat, and, dirediing 
her steps down the pathless inequalities of themouiu 
tain, was soon out of sight. 
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Now the circumstance of Sarrella's baling lost 
her senses, upon the melancholj death ofGninlanen, 
first flashed upon his recollection, which the rariety 
of strange events that happened to him at the time 
he heard the story had put entirely a^t of his me* 
mory. This lady, he saw clearly, must be Sarrella : 
yet how surprising, that Natnre should so sport 
with his feelings, as to bring to his view, in the 
wilds of America, the exact resemblance of his Ma« 
tilda in person, features and voice! His understand- 
ing was but too well convinced that it could not be 
Matilda, though he found it difficult to persuade 
his heart to a truth so ungrateful. He wished very 
* much to have some conversation with her: but at 
that was impossible, as he could not think 
invading her solitude, how much soever it 
f je^j^ gratify him. 




iTaraing at length from the spot to which his 



•*■:■ ■ 
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inrpriie had lo long fixed Un, be saw somstbing 
white beaeath Ute rock on wUch SsrrelU bad beea - 
reclined : be took it ap, and.foniid it to be ■ piece of 
paper written quite thiougb. By tlie mild bot clear 
light of the moon he could diitingnish the tbree or 
four first lines: the remainder were so blotted that 
it was impossible to make them out. He thougbt 
they borea rude resemblance to the poems of Ossian, 
which he bad read while in England, and admired 
rery mncb, or rather bad been taaght by Matilda 
to feel, the beauties with which they abound: tbtt 
was the motiTe which induced liim to transcribe tbe 
following lines : 

** Tbe ghost of Gnialanen glides among tbe hillsu 
It beckons to Sarrella.. She stretches forth bera 
arms; but, like the swift lightning, it dies from!] 
before her; when the moon shines bright on the I 
valley} she goes fortblo hear tbe Toice of Guloliu 
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nen : she whispers his name to the midnight breeze^ 
whilst sad and melancholy she reclines on the rocks 
of Lammon. The sighs of a thousand ghosts come 
rushing on her ear. Ah ! when will the Toice of 
her lo?er bring the tear of joy to the dry eye of 
Sarrella? Her heart is like the thunder, which, 
pent up in the clouds, struggles in yain to get free." 



^^ Unfortunate girl," said he, replacing the ma- 
nuscript, '^ this melancholy picture of your dis. 
Iradied mind shall not be taken from you by me. 
Perhaps it is some relief to your tortured heart to 
write your complaints, to read the sad story of 
your woes." 

fin walking home, Kolinski rcfledied on the ma. 
sy misfortunes attendant on the passions when per. 

M 
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mitted to tyrannize over the nndentandiog. ^< WluU 
woald haye become of this poor girl," said he, ^< if 
she had been in my situation, — lovlDg to idolatry 
the most perfe^ of her ses, yet connnced of her 
insensibiltty ! Had Matilda loved me, and been ton 
by death from my arms, I should at least haTc had 
the delightful refle6iion of being dear to her while 
she Uved; and the idea alone of that happiness 
would have enabled me to endure her loss. I should 
fancy that she still hovered about mc. I should 
hold converse with her dear shade. I wonld en- 
treat of her to procure me a release from this mor* 
tal prison, that my soul might be at liberty onca 
more to rejoin her. But what folly is this! Now 
am I guilty of the very error that I have been con* 
demning. Besides, Matilda lives and b happy;. 
she remembers me not. Or, if she does, it is only, 
perhaps, to laugh at my presumption. No lon^er^ 
then, must I indulge in a weakness for which I hat» 
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sijsdf. I 'will tear her image from my heart, or 
(die in the attempt. Never, no, neTer from this 
BAoment shall her name, the Tefj sound of which 
thrills mj whole .soul, be uttered by me. The 
duties of my station shall from henceforth occupy 
all my attention* From this moment will I endea- 
your to forget mj past life, entirely dedicating the 
Temainder of my existence to the welfare and hap« 
piaess of this nation, so truly worthy of my grati- 
tndo and lore. 

Kolinski, whose miod had for so long a time 
been agitated by the nnsfortunei of his country and 
family, bad jet hardly attained sufficient calmness 
t^ reflet. Gratitude, since his fate had placed him 
among these good people, had been almost his only 
feeling, but now the rapidity of his first emotions 
began to subside; and the beautiful Sari^ella, lovely 

and interesting even in derangement^ but from the 

■ • 
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striking resemblance she bore to Matilda, infiniielf 
more so to him, presented a train of refledtiool^ 
which at once put an end to all that happiness k6 
looked forward to from his adoption in this conn* 
try. Happiness without Matilda now seemed to 
Tanish from before his eyes. His relatlres, lus 
country too, which he sighed once more to behald| 
were entwined about his heart. » How much soerer 
his vanity might be gratified by the reb^tlon he met 
with, he still found something to regret : the pleas* 
ing companions of his youth, the romantic scenery 
of his native country, but most of all the seniibii 
and amiable companion and friend, which, oouM 
he be so fortunate as to interest Matilda in Us 
favour, he might expe6l to find in a conne^ioii 
with her. 

He now blamed himself for his timidity in not 
mailing her acquainted with hb passion : and indeed 
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lie began to flatter himself that, if he had done so, 
he might have been rewarded by aa acknowledge 
ment of her approbation. Recalling to his memory 
several little incidents which occurred in the course 
of his acquaintance with her family, many circum- 
stances in Matilda's conduct, which had appeared 
to him at the time as instances of her dislike, now, 
upon rcflediion, he thought were rather proofs of 
attachment; for a mind delicate and feeling as her's, 
l^e knew, would make every effort to conceal a par. 
tiality, even when it met with the approbation of 
her understanding ; which he hoped, and flattered 
himself was her case. 

But those efforts, so painfully exerted by Matilda 
to throw a veil over the feelings of her heart, in 
fa6t gave an opportunity to every spectator to read 
its inmost ' recesses. Her Irish cousin soon found 

it oat; but, at the same time, consoling himself on 

•t • 
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the departure of his rival, and looking on bb owit 
perfe6tionB with a. microscopic eye, he made lUde 
donbt of supplanting any man in a lady's affe^kMM, 
bat more particalarly a Pole, — that nation beiog, 
in his opinion, infinitely below eren the French. 
He exerted his eloquence in displaying his erudition 
and learning, which he was sure could not fail to 
captivate Matilda, and triumphed not a little in the 
idea of adorning his house, and placing at the head 
of his fortune, a woman so superior to those with 
whom he had been in the habit of associating. - 

But, alas! how short and transitory is all human 
happiness! and how sudden and uncxpedled was 
the fall of all his aerial castles! When Matilda 
assured him that she could never be his, his asto- 
nished ears refused at first to convey convidtion tQ 
his mind. Surely his coasin could not be guilty of 
such extreme folly and madness ; But the ungrate* 
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ful sounds, although in the gentlest accents, being 
again repeated, he was, however unwilling, obliged 
to submit for the present. Concluding that, upon 
reflection, she must be of a different opinion, he 
determined to quit London for a few weeks, and 
shaking Matilda's hand with Tather more yiolence 
than she could haye wished, he bade her farewell, 
and said, ^^ though he was nonsuited this time, he 
should look forward to a rehearing of his cause, 
when he should expc6l a more favourable judg- 
ment." — But the same awaited him. 

Had Kolinski known this circumstance, it would 
have been an additional stimulus to his desire of 
returning to Europe. But, in fad)^, he required no 
more; for at this instant his anxiety to quit this 
country became so great, and the struggles which 
every grateful feeling exerted to reconcile him to 
his fate had such an offcdt upon his health, that he 
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iras reduced to the lowest state of bodilj weakness. 
Erery effort was tried to restore him, bat ia fain: 
be sunk ben^th the weight: hb adopted father was 
inconsolable: the whole nation was alarmed: pray« 
ers and sacrifices were offered up for his recotery. 

He was now confined to his apartments: extend- 
ed on his couch, he reflected on the extraordinary 
events of his life. So young, yet hpw many Ticis- 
situdes had befallen him ! When he compared his 
lot even with that of the poorest peasants on his. 
father's estate, how cuTiable did theirs appear to 
him ! The powers of his strong mind seemed to haTe 
fled with his health, • 

His renerable friend and instru6lor| whose aSec* 
tion for him was equal to that of a fond parent, and 
who watched the progress of hii disease witii uneeas- 
iog attention, soon found that its seat wtti in the. 
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mind. He saw the straggles of hia upright heart, 

« 

and that he was determined to die rather than ac- 
knowledge what he felt All the hours which could 
be spared from the duties of his station he spent hj 
the side of his couch. The wisdom of age was in 
his words, and his couTersation was like the balm 
of the East to the wounded mind of Kolinski. He 
recounted the scenes of his life: '^ It is thus, my 
son," said he, ^^ that we acquire fortitude* Ex- 
perience shows us the folly of yielding to our pas* 
sions, and teaches us to look for happness only 
when we a^ in conformity to the will of that great 
and eternal Power, whose law is light, and in whose 
presence alone is ererlasting and excessiTC delight : 
but how often do we deceite ourselres ! how often 
does the ardour of the youthful mind make ns be« 
lieye that we are following the Goddess of Virtue, 
when, alas ! that very ardour envelops ns in clouds 
•f darkness! I see your struggles, my son; your 
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thoughts are bo strangen to mj eyes: so mwaj 
suns hate not risen npon me, without comnmnicat* 
iDg some light t6 my understanding : I hare dis« 
closed my surmises to the council^ und to the king. 
^ The prince of your adoption,' said I, ^ is worthy 
df the favour which he has found in your sight* 
Virtue, to whom we pay our adoration each day 
before the sun has enlightened the tops of the west- 
em mountains, has taken him by die hand : be i^ 
signs himself to her guidance : but we most follow 
her didt^tes, and give this amiable youth hb libei^y 
or he will be taken from us to reign among his kio* 
dred spirits : we must endearour to restore bim to 
Ms country, to his friends — those objete so d«ar to 
the soul, and for which he languishes on the conch 
of death.' 

<< My words brought couTidUon to the minds of 
the king, and to the council, That;i|aiQStbod7t 
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£imed for their wisdom and justtoe, ]»Te agreed to 
my proposal of permitting you to depart. Before 
to-morrow's svn b^ins to veil hi» golden orb from 
the ej^ of this great nation, the decree will have 
passed, which is to give thee freedom ai^d safe con- 
dudt to far distant shores; on who&e waters thou 
wHt find vessels from erery country, whose inhabi. 
iants undergo with patience ail the hardships of 
long and dangerous voyages, exploring unknown 
«eas, and lands untrodden by homan foot save their 
own, — and all this to carry back those metals which 
we find so useless, and of so little value, that we 
let them remain unmolested in their dark and dismal 
Abode; jrielding to the wisdom of our ancestors, 
*who forbade the use of all those articles which could 
induce these traders to come amongst us; well 
knowing their introduction would be followed by 
war, and end in the total subverston of the liberty 
and happiness <if the people. 
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<^ Rouse thyself, my son, and let the same Tirtae 
which urged thee to die, rather than appear ungrate- 
ful for the favour of our adoption of thee, strengthen 
thy mind to profit by the boon we have granted, in 
thus rendering thee back thy liberty. In five dayk 
the moon will shine upon us in the full extent of 
her beauty : the calm serenity of her mild rays will 
cheer the heart of the trayeller. A tmity servant 
of the king will conduct you to the frontiers, 
where, putting you under the prote^on of a nation 
with whom we have celebrated the feast of eternal 
peace, they will give thee safe.condu6t through all 
the various nations that lie between them and the 
great ocean. The small casket which will be giren 
thee by us, will among those nations to the east 
procure thee whatever may be necessary for thy 
journey, as these traders put a high value on those 
pebbles dug from the earth. We admire them as 
being the work of the great and powerful Spirit who 
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formed and goyerns the wprld, but knew them to 
be infinitely inferior to those beautiful obje^ 
vhich surround us on every side^ which grow un- 
der our footsteps ; and bj their eyer.yarying beautj 
and fragtance, gratify our senses so abundantly. 

^^ When sittiug under the shade of our trees, re- 
galing on the ddicious fruits they produce, and in- 
haling the odours with which every breeze is impreg. 
nated, how often, with a sigh of regret, do we 
compassionate the folly which attributes so much 
yalne to what is really of so little, and which over- 
looks with ingratitude these blessings, so unceasingly 
scattered oyer the earth. — But I shall leave you for 
the present, my son : may the peace of the great 
SiMrit smile on you, and be the constant attendant 
of your steps." 

And peace was never more wanting to Kollnski 

sr 
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thaa at this moment. The weak state of his health 
made this delightful and anexpedled rerene of for- 
taae almost more than he conld bear. He eodea- 
Toared to tranqnillize his spirits; bat for serenl 
hours his efforts were without cffe^ At length 
the many difficulties which he foresaw were to be 
surmounted before he could arrire at the sea-shore, 
the uncertainty there was of his finding a ressd 
bound to any of the European ports, and the possi- 
bility that his excessive weakness would retard, if 
not entirely prercnt, his otot getting to his ow^ 
country, calmed a little the violence of his joy. 

On the fifth day his countenance calm, at the 
same time expressive of that regret which a feeling 
mind must bo sensible of when parting from friends, 
although in pursuit of superior happiness, KoliaaU 
bade adieu to those kind and benevolent people. 
It was liis intention to express his gratitude, and 
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assure tbem, in a speech which he had composed 
for the occasion, that although he might appear un* 
nfortby of their kindness by thus accepting their 
permi^ion io depart, yet nothin^^ lefts than the 
strong sense of what he owed to his country, his 
famify^ and himself, conld make him quit a nation 
which, collectively and individually, had impressed 
his heart with a respedt, a gratitude and love nev^ 
t» be effaced. 

All this, and a great deal more, he intended to 
say : but that heart so deejay impressed, and which 
coaki in solitude di6kate a feeling and pathetic speech, 
now seemed to die away, and leave him hardlji 
power to say farewell. He made two or three at» 
tempts to speak, opened his mouth, but conld not 
articulate a sound. Locked in the embraces of his 

adopted father, he shed tears of regret on his aged 

« 

bosote, conscious that he was now tearing open those 
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wounds jet hardly healed. His venerable instm^ 
or, who had long since learned to look on all sub- 
lunary things with the calmness of an anchoret^ 
conducted him to the groTe of palms; where bidding 
him an eternal adieu, and recommending him to the 
protedtion of that first and greatest Power who 
created the uniTerse, he returned to fulfil those 
duties towards his fellow creatures, which he con. 
ceiyed to be the most acceptable homage he coold 
pay to the Father of all. 

To giro a irecital of Kolinski's journey through 
the interior parts of America to the sea, and his 
Toyage jto Europe, would but tire the reader by a 
repetition, of what has been so well told by yarious 
traydlers. Indeed, the most clear-sighted inquirer 
could gain but little information from his journal, 
as, upon the minutest inspedtion, it appeared to 
contain little more than a few reUglous aspirationiy 
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sometimes curioosly contrasted by expressions of 
iDipatience and anxiety at those delays and protrac- 
tions Hfhich, though unforeseen by him, were in 
fact but the unavoidable consequences of such a 
jotmey. 

Arrived in London, Kolinski's first visit, after 
having disposed of some of his diamonds, and pro- 
Tiding himself with lodgings, &c. was to the house 
of Mr. Archdale. What delight did he feel in 
walking towards the street where Matilda lived ! 
what pleasure in the idea of surprising her, he hoped 
agreeably! he flattered hhnself, that by thus unex* 
pc^edly presenting himself before her, he should be 
able to read in her intelligent and expressive counte. 
nance, every feeling of her heart : for although he 
had for some time past brought himself to believe 
ail that he wished, and, what was really the case^ 
that she felt a ytry great partiality for him, yet did 

•• • 
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ht most ardently desire to be convinced of it; 
though he well knew how painfal it must be to a 
mind ' of sensibility and refinement, such as her's, 
to betray e?en to herself a weakness so naiuralj yet 
in her opinion so degrading, however worthy she 
knew the object of her partiality to be* 

His first attempt to gain admittance was so tremu- 
lous and so low, that he could hardly hear it him- 
self; jety still expelling to see the door open, he 
waited with unparallelled patience for almost two 
seconds : but his expedlations not being answered, 
and his anxiety increasing to a degree of pain, he; 
now made himself heard through the whole bouse ; 
and hardly giving himself time to hear the servants 
affirmative to his question of ^^ are the family at 
home?'* he ran, or rather flew, up to the drawing, 
room ; where, on his entrance, ftfr be waited not to 
be announced^ an elderly lady,' who sat reading at 
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a table ia a distant corner of tke room^ deliberately 
putting the case of her spectacles between the leaves 
of her book, to mark the page, and lookiiig at him 
for a miniite as if trying to bring his face to her re* 
collection, which finding impossible, she said with 
some degree of fear poartrayed in her countenance, 
*' Pray, sir, may I request to know what your 
business may be ?" 

Kolinski, who by this time was able to recollect 
himself and arrange his ideas, with that air and man- 
ner which always characterizes the well-bred man, 
apologized for his abrupt entrance ; and, requesting 
he might not interrupt her, he qnietly seated himself 
on the sofa, and, taking up a book that lay besido 
him, not so mnch to be informed of its contents as 
to enjoy those pleasing ideas which almost overpow- 
ered him on finding himself once more within that 
house where he was to haye the exquisite happiness 
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of again seeing and conTersing with his Matilda, 
he did not instantly hear the repetition of her ques- 
tion, nor, until she added, ^' May I beg to know 
what, sir, is your name, and to what circumstance 
I am indebted for this Tisit ?" did ho answer. He 
then told her; that, hearing from the servant the 
family were at home, he had rushed forward, 
eager, after a long absence, to present himself to 
friends so esteemed as this family were by him. — 
^' My good sir, here must be some mistake," said 
the lady ; ^^ for I cannot bring to my recoliectioa 
that I ever had the' pleasure of hearing your name 
before. Mine is Eldon; and I am sorry to add, 
that when I am at home my whole family is, having 
by the all wise Disposer of events been ordained to 
witness the death of all my family.^ 



)f 



Kolinski, now astonished and distressed, ex 
plained himself, and requesting her io pardon 
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intrusion, hastily quitted the rooni. He thought 
he recollected the person who attended to open the 
door for him; and turning back, he inquired of 
him if he could give him any information concern- 
ing Mr. Archdale's family, who lived in this house, 
about two years back. ^^ Yes, sure, sir. I lived 
with the family at that very time ; and now I think 
of it, you must be the Count de Kolinski, who 
Tlsited here, and was such a favourite with the 
whole family. But la ! how changed jrou be, sir ! 
Bless my heart, who would have thought you were 
the same person ? you that was so good looking a 
gentleman, so fat and so handsome, now so thin 
and worn out, as one may say! But I beg your 
honour's pardon. Only talking of my ould master, 
your honour, it brought those happy times into my 
head when you used to visit at oar house every day, 
late or early. And many a time, when we went 
dpwn to the hall after attending at dinner, the rest 
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of the footmen and myself, we used to say we ho]^ 
yoa dined before you came, as you were always so 
taken up in looking at my mistress, that yOa neret 
minded any thing else: for you know, sir, I was 
Miss Matilda's own footman. But sure enough it 
is a bad change for me — though I live with a tery 
good mistress, it is true:-— but the house is so lone* 
some and melancholy ; for she never, plays cards, 
ifor sees any company but an ould parson or two^ 
^d a few ladies and gentlemen as they call thern^ 
selves, who write books, and meet here every Mon» 
day and Friday to read and talk. But you may 
think, sir, that poor servants are never the beitter 
for such gentry as those. XiOrd help them! they 
are as poor themselves as we are, for all their learn. 
ing." The bell now ringing put an end to Pat's 
loquacity; and the count, putting a guinea into his 
hand, requested to know Mr. Archdale's address. 
<< And that's what I can't give you just now: but) 
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if your honour will tell me where you liye^ I will 
call with it to-morrow morning. Kolinski told him 
and departed, not a little chagrined zt his disap« 
pointmast* 

He now turned towards the Russian Ambas«|* 
dor's, where he expedled to get intelligence of his 
family and friends: and there, to counterbalance 
the disagreeable information which he receiyed r«« 
spediing his country, he found that the Empress, 
under whose goTernment his father's principality 
chiefly lay was graciously pleased to restore him to 
all his former honours; signifying to him at the 
same time her wish that he should accept the gaTerQ« 
ment of all that district lately added to the Russian 
territory* Her picture, brilliantly adorned, ac- 
^mpanied this request. 

Kolinski, finding that he could retam i9 Poland 
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with safety, now anticipated the happiness which 
awaited him there ; and were it not that his passion 
•for Matilda, and his anxions desire to ascertain if 
he had any chance of being accepted by her, fasd- 
natcd him to the spot, he would have instantly de- 
. parted in a vessel which was on the eve of sailing 
. with dispatches to the court of Russia. He howe- 
ver wrote letters to his father, and friends, with a 
little history of his escape, and the motives which 
detained him in London ; telling his ever indulgent 
parents, if he succeeded in his wishes, he expe^ed, 
when presenting them with an amiable and accom. 
plished daughter, to receive their thanks for this 
•delay. 

• 

The interval between this and momiag being past 

i:i alternate fits of hope and fear, did not, it may 

be truly supposed, appear to Kolinski among the 

-shortest hours of his life. Niqe o'clock at kngth 
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u^niretf apd wUti ut t]M vvelc^vie b^binger of itidiiigs 
fO WpsfoiM^ lo9lLed for. <^ Well^ sir^" said lu^ 
iMBt p9lty ^^ I fk&rer slept last ^ht Hntil I fouod 
9lii fi)^ Ae tNutler^ wh^re the f$mly werej aipi^lf 
«s ipo^ lufc]^ would faayA it, sir^ I fo^iid my o^li 
tfifiiai JTohn at hoHve; and so, ' John,' wd i, < if 
f OE »re not better engaged, I am come to sit ai| 
lioar (iprMjb 3rott whilst the mistress is reading ih/9 
bib}e) whicb^ lord lore the good lady t she does for 
bovrs je:i^iy eTening. For my owh party I can't 
see wb«t mnnsement she finds in it; though Mrs* 
Bet^ says, erer since the death of her son, she 
resds it more constantly than before/ ''.«^<^ But, 
my good friend, said KoUnski out of all patieiic^ 
what 9i Mr. Archdate's family?"— And that's wha( 
I am zoning to, yonr honour," said Pat. ^^ Yon 
JLnoWf t9y puld mastflir being so grieTous and nfi- 
Imeh^Hc siipce the mktres^ dief^^T-^^ Died, did yon 
myV' ^vMmd li^oixmhu » It AMfda dfa^?'' 
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— -<^ Oh dear, no: the hearens forbid, sir! no^ 
no : its only my lady, her mamma. She got cold 
some how ; and though she had enough of doctors, 
and was bled and blistered often enough, she was 
dead that day week. And so, sir, as I was say. 
ing, the master took on so, that the yonng ladies 
persuaded him to sell the house we lired in, and 
take another in Broad-street ; and after that they 
made him to go and travel about the country a 
little. And so, sir, off they all went to Scotland, 
and took but three serYants, — my master's own 
man, the groom, and the young ladle's maid. 
^ And so, Pat,' said Miss Matilda, putting this 
pretty little purse into my hand, and god bless her ! 
sure enough it was not empty — I wish yon well, 
Pat, and I assure you it is not for any fault I part 
with you, but my Papa does not wish to take more 
than two men servants with him. However, if yon 
should be out of place when we retarn, if that 
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should ever happen,' — and here the tears ran down 
lier BwM face, thinking, I suppose, that the rest 
of them might die as well as my ladj — she turned 
about to hide her tears; and, poor dear young 
lady! being almost choked with grief, she could 
not say a word« So I thought it my duty to say 
^ Heayen bless you, miss! and send you safe back I' 
And troth I would not live with the king, god bless 
liim! as long as your honour would think me 
•worthy to serve you/* 

Kolinski, out of all patience, writhing in his 

chair with downright vexation, attempted two or 

three times to speak, but could not. At length he 

collected calmness sufficient to say, he was under 

the necessity of going out immediately, and begged 

to know if he could inform him of Mr. Archdale's 

present place of abode. '^ And that's what I'm 

telling ypnr honour; only yon didn't wait to hear 

•■ • 

9ij 



14S HzvsT eouM 91 mo^nm/Lu 



M* Aod SO) rir, they tniTelled aU of er Sootlmd^ 
ted iatendei to »tap Mme time at the Lakea m tUl 
Irajr back. Bat the onld foniWmaa geMmg a Tiii* 
lent pain io ona of his feet, tbc docton Aefa ill 
Mid it vrm IIm gont^ and the aeat day they oriatfwd 
4he carriage, and off they Weot to Bath, where Im 
Uras for a week or so coafiiied to his bed, bei li 
sow qnite well, and to be in towa- to-night ot iow 
asorfow motoing. And so, 'faith, Pat has giTaa 
warning to Mrs. Eldon, and will be at nombar li 
time enough to open the coach door for them." 

This news now pat KoHnskl into perfeot good 
hdaoof with Patrick's long story* He thanked 
him, and, offering Inm a guinea, which he po« 
tcmptorily refused, was half way down stain, whoti 
he fetumed back with a small bit of paper ia bii 
hand. '' I was just thinking. Count," sad bc^ 
<^ tAat yoa might like to see this. It dropped bim 
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Miss Matilda's pocket wheu she took out her hand- 
kerchief to wipe her ejes, when she was thinking 
thej might never come hack ; for, after thej drove 
off from the door, when I returned into the break, 
fast parlour with a heavy heart, to think how lone« 
some it looked, what should I see but this on the 
very spot where she stood !" Kolinski snatched it 
eagerly from him, and again attempting to force 
a guinea into his hand, but with the same success, 
he opened this precious bit of paper on which was 
written — 

Poor simple heart ! ah tell me why, 

Since from this bosom you would fly, 

Why, like the lovely blushing rose, 

Upon a thorny bush you chose 

To place your love ? 

My bleeding heart, be wise, and be *,* *. 

What would he have given for the remaining lines! 

•• • 
oiij 
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But) mnl6rtaHate1y for ^im^ som^ ifu^e himd htA 
t^n OketA off, W they bftd mtt hem wMHtib^ Bifi 
tftat is- among the many other dUs^re e1^B»to MidA 
it'n to be feared that e?en tk^ will not dtfriiof'^-^ 
the writing was Matilda's^ be knew, for be^ ftA4 
often seen her wrke, and the oonipoi^io# mtfsi b# 
her's : for in his opinion^ and from hi9 kiMthdg^ 
of the English language^ he eoneliHleit himself/Ml^ 
competent to judge those few lines possessed ttkOitt 
beanties than all the English poets. Wkk thfe-im^si 
bnmbie submission to his judgment, howerer^ lire 
must acknowledge that the entire and only merit 
which in our opinion they contain, is having been 
written by her own fair hand, and which we n^ake 
so doubt had its due weight in the mind of her 
loTer. Could it be that she meant to desoribe the 
feeUngs of her heart ? How did Vis upbraid him, if 
be was the person alluded to! Yet be wished a^4 
lapped he was^ for, l^ov^erer strange and |ncoip|it« 



« I 
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fiHI ki# o«iii4tt0t tftight Hftve iit)pMf<d i<^ W, be 
fldHertfcf Mttself an etpl^nfttion, a tkttSid expltmtu 
ifcHt, HKmM obtiliit fbi^eness aifd tfie Ifattd of Ikii 
loted MdtUda. 

This precUnts ftngtoent be rend oter and oyer to 
bhnself, bat wishing to do it all the jastice it merit* 
isd. And ^e belioTe, were we to hazard our opl« 

I 

nlon, in order to gratify hh ears witk sotinds bo 
charming, he now read those lines aload^ tritb thai 
jast emphasis which a foreigner might be expe^ed 
te do, taking infinite care, hj the mdodlous ca* 
dence at the end of erery line^ to reader it so tiruljr 
pathetiCj that it was impossible to hear him without 
dropping tears of sympathy; or, as melody has 
aometimes been known to hate different eSk^ np<m 
diflCbrent dispositions^ being conynked with laughs 
t^f S9 yrm^ Mre th^ feelings of the \nmm hmt \ 
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Another tedious day and night passed, and oa 
the third Kolinski had the happiness of finding him- 
self seated by the side of the amiable Matilda, the 
acknowledged friend of her heart, with full permis- 
sion to solicit her father's approbation of their 
union. Distance of place was the only'obje^ioa 
which he could make; and that being obviated by 
Kolin^ski's promising to visit England for a few 
months every second year during her father's life- 
time, all matters were soon adjusted. 

Letters now arriTing from Poland with an earnest 
request from the Count's father that Mr. Archdale 
and sisters would have the goodness to accompany 
his daughter-in-law home, urging as an inducement, 
that, the air of his country being so salubrious, he 
made no doubt but it would entirely restore Mr. 
Archdale's health. Kolinski, Matilda, and the 
whole family, uniting in their endeavours to enforce 
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this request, Mr. Archdale at length consented, and 
it was determined that immediately after the cere* 
mony was performed they should accompany the 
Count and Countess to Poland. 

TWday so moch wished for by Kdiaslu at length 
SLMmedy (heir hands were joined at the Rui^ 
siam Ambassador's Chapel, and having partaken of 
a sumptuous breakfast at his house, they bade adieu 
ta London for soitae time ; and as we wi^h to leaye 
a pleasing impression on the minds of our readers^ 
Ire think it more politic to conclude with a 
wedding, than, going with them to the end of their 
journey, detail a long account of contrary winds^ 
sea sickness, bad roads, long milesi and inns with* 
1^ jprowions. 

lETB EN0* 
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